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RESEARCH INTERESTS

Diversity, fossil record, and evolution of insects; fossilization in amber; systematics of Drosophilidae
and other Diptera; evolution of sociality in insects; insect pollination and its evolutionary history; the
evolution of biological communities, particularly tropical forests; extinction and environmental
deterioration; history of science; biological illustration and imaging.

EDUCATION

B.Sc., 1979, University of Connecticut. Major concentrations in Biology and Fine Arts.
M.Sc., 1983, State University of New York, Binghamton. Evolutionary Biology.
Ph.D., 1986, Cornell University. Entomology.

POSITIONS

1986-1991: Assistant Curator, American Museum of Natural History.
1988—present:  Adjunct Professor, City University of New York.

(Graduate Program in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology)
1991-1996: Associate Curator (tenured), American Museum of Natural History.
1994-1999: Chairman, Department of Entomology, American Museum of Natural History.
1994—present:  Adjunct Professor, Cornell University (Department of Entomology).
1995—present:  Adjunct Professor, Columbia University.

(Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology).
1996—present:  Curator, American Museum of Natural History.
2008—present:  Professor, Gilder Graduate School, Program in Comparative Biology,

American Museum of Natural History.

TEACHING AND MENTORING?*: last 10 years

GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEES/MENTORING (Major Advisot):

Caroline S. Chaboo, Ph.D., 2005, Cornell University: Systematics of cassidine Chrysomelidae
(tortoise beetles). Presently: Assistant Professor, University of Kansas.

Sara Lubkin, Ph.D., 2007, Cornell University: Systematics and paleontology of Paleozoic and
Mesozoic Archostemata (Coleoptera).

Craig Gibbs, Ph.D., 2007, CUNY: Patterns of drosophilid fly species diversity and abundance in
Neotropical forest canopies. Presently: Queens Zoo, WCS.

Torsten Dikow, Ph. D., 2007, Cornell University: Phylogeny of the robber flies (Diptera: Asilidae).
Presently: Research Scientist, Smithsonian Institution.

Isabelle Vea, Ph.D., 2013: Phylogeny and fossil record of the archaeococcoid scale insects.
Presently: Postdoctoral researcher, University of Edinburgh, Scotland UK.

Philip Barden, Ph.D. 2015: Phylogeny and fossil record of the basal lineages of ants. Postdoctoral
researcher, Rutgers University.



POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS:
Valerie Schawaroch, 2000—2004, AMNH: A monographic revision of the Drosophila melanogaster
species group (NSF Fellow). Presently: Associate Professor, Baruch College, CUNY.
Enrique Penalver, 200420006, Univ. of Valencia, Spain: Paleobiology and paleoecology of the
Miocene fossil community preserved in Dominican amber (Spanish government funded).
Presently: Curator, Museo Geominero, Madrid.

Jessica Ware, 2008—2010: Species revision and phylogeny of the lower termites (NSF Fellow).
Presently: Assistant Professor, Rutgers University.

Steven Ray Davis, 2014-2016: Transcriptome studies on the diversity and evolution of weevil
rostrum (Gerstner Postdoctoral Fellow).

COURSES TAUGHT:
Columbia University, Insect Diversity (2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2014).

AWARDS

2007 Thomas Say Award, Entomological Society of America, for distinguished contributions to
insect systematics.

2015 Gilbert Harris Award, Paleontological Research Institution, for distinguished contributions to
systematic paleontology.

COLLECTION STEWARDSHIP

Development of world’s largest collection of amber fossils, through acquisitions and fieldwork,
including 8,000 specimens of amber fossils from the Miocene of the Dominican Republic and
Oligocene of Mexico; 3,000 specimens of Eocene amber from Baltic region and India; and 7,000
specimens from the Cretaceous of New Jersey, Lebanon, Burma (Myanmar).

Curation and research on 3,000 specimens of fossil insects from the Lower Cretaceous Crato
Formation of Brazil, donated by Herbert Axelrod.

Development of largest and most diverse collection of Drosophilidae (Diptera) in the world, c.
400,000 specimens and 1,000 species, through fieldwork and acquisitions.

INVITED LECTURES: last 7 years

15 invited lectures were given at various universities and conferences, in Asia, Australia, Europe,
North America, and Africa.

FIELDWORK and OTHER TRAVEL

Fieldwork on living insects:

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Hawaii, Louisiana, Oregon, Texas, eastern U.S.; Brazil, Costa
Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Fijian Islands, New Caledonia, Panama, Peru, South Africa,
Tanzania, Venezuela, Vietnam, Virgin Islands.

Fieldwork on fossil insects/amber deposits:
Dominican Republic, India, USA: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, New Jersey, North Carolina, South
Dakota, Washington state, Wyoming.

Natural History Museums:
Australia, Austria, Costa Rica, Denmark, England, France, Germany, Greece, Spain, Hungary, Italy,
India, Russia, Scotland, Spain, The Netherlands, South Africa, Tanzania, United States.
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