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Engage students in a discussion on how to test the relationship between roads and the amount of salt found in area streams.
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Discussion





Key Idea: Salt enters water systems through runoff. 





Question:  Now with a better understanding of Dr. Kaushal and his work, how might you test to see if salt added to roadways after snowstorms enters the water supply? 


Answer:  Answers will vary, but should include testing water supplies before and after salting of roads. 





Question:  If salt enters water sources, how would you expect stream water in an area with a lot of roads (like New York City) to compare to stream water in an area like a forest without any roads?


Answer: Streams in areas with more roads will be saltier than streams in areas without roads. (Shorthand: More roads ( More Salt)





Question:  Why?


Answer: Salt is used to melt snow and ice on roadways, so more salt will have to be used in areas with more roadways.  This salt will then dissolve into the melt water and runoff into local area streams.
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