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December 2015

Dear Friend:

As we prepare to choose the next President of the United States, what better time is there to 
take a stand for what’s important to our shared future? As we engage in discussion about national 
priorities and our biggest challenges and best opportunities, what better time to invest in the 
proliferation of fact-based knowledge and understanding?

Because to fully participate in the 21st century we need—all of us—to deepen our 
understanding of how the natural world works, where we humans fit in it, and, especially, what role 
we must play to responsibly protect our fragile planet. This is at the very heart of the American 
Museum of Natural History’s mission and I want first to thank you for the contributions you’ve made 
that allow us to advance these efforts in innovative ways. This year, and for the foreseeable future, 
the stakes will only increase, and I hope your support will as well.

There is little doubt that science underlies humanity’s most pressing challenges: protecting 
Earth; driving advances in medicine and genomics to cure disease; addressing and averting climate 
change; finding solutions to mounting food, energy, and water crises; building a science-savvy, 
technologically skilled workforce; and even understanding how to better get along in our crowded, 
complex world.

With unparalleled collections, world-class scientists, expert educators, talented exhibition 
specialists, and the unwavering commitment of our donors, this Museum is uniquely able to study the 
world and demystify science for a broad public. 

Challenging problems require new kinds of solutions, and the Museum’s pioneering Ph.D. 
program in Comparative Biology is preparing the kind of collaborative, creative, technology-driven 
scientists that can make a difference. And our Masters of Arts in Teaching program is preparing 
teachers who are bringing science to life for students in their classrooms.

Because learners are everywhere, not just in schools, the Museum also provides education 
programs that span from pre–K to adult, from family adventures and summer camps to Massive Open 
Online Courses. (Go to coursera.com and sign up for Our Earth’s Future – a free, self-paced AMNH 
online course about the science of climate change!)

And always central to the Museum’s ability to inspire and inform are its 45 legendary 
galleries–where some five million people each year learn about the science of biodiversity, evolution, 
astrophysics, human health and culture, and a galaxy of other salient topics.  

We won’t all be professional scientists, but we can all understand the science that informs our 
lives. We can all help a child to dream and plan to be a biologist or an astrophysicist. And we can all 
help to ensure that our neighbors near and far have the tools to make informed decisions about our 
future together. Be a part of that solution.  Make your gift to the Annual Fund today.

Sincerely,

Ellen V. Futter
President

P.S. Join the Museum in creating a more scientifically informed and empowered electorate in 
this pivotal time. Please make your tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund today.

You can also donate online at amnh.org/annualfund.  Thank you!


