


Models of historic spacecraft such as Sputnik 1 and Vostok 1 greet visitors as they enter the 
exhibition, along with a soundscape of recordings of space travels from many nations.

An inflatable habitat is one way to build a base on 
the Moon swiftly and safely.

HIGHLIGHTS

-  Visitors can “sniff the Moon”  
at a station that reproduces the 
characteristic gunpowder scent.

-  A life-sized diorama of the  
repair of the Hubble telescope 
illustrates recent accomplishments 
in space.

-  Prototypes for gloves, helmets, 
and vehicle wheels show some  
of the challenges of living on  
the Moon.

-  A miniature diorama depicts an 
elaborate Moon base, including 
solar panels and vehicles.

-  A meteorite from the Museum’s 
collection can be touched.

-  Visitors take a psychology test  
to see how they would fare on a 
journey to Mars.

-  Vintage science fiction books  
show how our ideas of space 
exploration have changed  
over time.

-  A model space suit offers a photo 
opportunity for visitors to take 
each other’s pictures “wearing” 
the suit on Mars.

-  An augmented reality app allows 
visitors to find more information 
and graphics by iPhone®, iPad®,  
and more.

OVERVIEW

Beyond Planet Earth: The Future of Space 

Exploration offers a vision of the future of 

space travel as it boldly predicts humanity’s 

next steps in our solar system and beyond. 

Separate science fact from science fiction, 

learning what is within our capabilities  

and what leading scientists and engineers 

believe might be on the horizon. Visit the 

moon, asteroids, Mars, and more through 

fully immersive environments, detailed 

models, and engaging interactives. Find 

out what experts think the future will hold 

for us beyond planet Earth.



A model of the Hayabusa spacecraft visits a  
giant asteroid.

A liquid mirror telescope interactive shows one 
advantage of a Moon base.

PRESS quOTES

“ One can fantasize that this show could have the  
same long-range impact on shaping public expectations 
in space as magazines and television shows did in  
the 1950s”  
– The New York Times

“ Sets the record straight”  
– Star-Ledger

“ The exhibit does an excellent job showing just  
how and why we’ll get to space to stay, through 
entertaining, informative, and engaging displays and 
interactive elements that also puts it all in the context 
of humankind’s past achievements in space.”  
– Moonandback.com

“ A must-see exhibit” 
– NorthJersey.com

“ What makes the exhibit compelling is viewers don’t just 
get written answers, but they also see what some future 
innovations might look like” 
– NY1

“ A Space Age treasure trove of artifacts” 
– Space.com

“ Thoroughly modern…an ambitious vision of the future” 
– Scientific American

A scale model of the Virgin Galactic space plane helps visitors see what’s next in space flight.Fly over the surface of Mars and visit volcanoes  
and craters.



Exhibition Sections

Introduction

Returning to the Moon

Exploring Near-Earth Asteroids

Voyaging to Mars

Reaching the Outer  
Solar System
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1.  Introduction: 

The exhibition opens with a 
retrospective of historic manned and 
unmanned space missions: Sputnik1; 
the Vostok 1 space capsule; the 
Hubble Space Telescope; and a 
Mars Exploration Rover. Models, 
dioramas, soundscapes, equipment 
and photography from space programs 
around the world bring the history 
of space exploration to life. A model 
of Virgin Galactic’s SpaceShipTwo 
highlights emerging space travel 
vehicles. Finally, a video presentation 
introduces visitors to the layout of 
the solar system and the history of 
exploration so far.

2. Returning to the Moon: 

Scientific research, mining opportunities, 
and a base for further exploration 
entice us to revisit the Moon. Along 
with a scale model of a habitat that 
could house four astronauts, this 
section of the exhibition features 
models of a space elevator that could 
be used to transport mined materials 
to earth and a liquid mirror telescope 
on the Moon’s surface.

3. Exploring Near-Earth Asteroids:

This section features a large 3-D re-creation 
of the near-Earth asteroid Itokawa and 
the Japanese Hayabusa spacecraft that 
rendezvoused with it in 2005 to collect 
samples. A touch-screen interactive 
exhibit explores plausible scenarios for 
deflecting a “doomsday” asteroid.

A life-sized diorama depicts the repair of the 
Hubble Telescope.

Miniature figures bound across a model base on  
the Moon. 

The life-sized model of the Curiosity rover perches 
on a walk-through surface of Mars, dwarfing visitors.

Terraform Mars with a multiplayer, touchscreen interactive 
that allows you to build up greenhouse gases, grow plants, 
and develop an oxygen-filled atmosphere.



Take your photo “wearing” the next generation  
space suit.

Graphics reveal plans for transporting a crew  
to Mars.

Visitors tour the solar system, learning about the many places we’ve been and how much is left to explore.A model Mars Exploration Rover illustrates 
exploration of the Red Planet thus far.

A space elevator might help transport people  
and equipment to the surface of the Moon.

4. Voyaging to Mars: 

No other planet in our solar system 
is more likely to harbor life than 
Mars. Visitors see a full-scale model 
of the 9-foot-long Curiosity rover. 
Miniature models in this section show 
how astronauts might eat, sleep, and 
exercise during the months-long journey 
to Mars. In addition, a prototype of a 
sleek new space suit gives visitors a 
peek at what an astronaut might wear in 
the future. A walk-through diorama of 
the Martian surface and an interactive 
fly-over simulation, called the Mars 
Explorer console, gives visitors a sense 
of what it might be like to explore the 
Martian landscape. Another interactive 
display, the Mars terraforming table, will 
allow several visitors at once to engage 
in an interactive game to transform Mars 
into an Earth-like planet, a process  
called “terraforming.”

5./6.  Reaching the Outer Solar 
System/Beyond: 

Jupiter’s moon Europa is another place  
to search for life. That task could fall to  
a robotic submersible, a replica of  
which is featured here, that would melt 
through Europa’s icy surface and explore 
its salty oceans. The exhibition concludes 
with a look at over a thousand stars that 
have already been found to have planets 
of their own. 

A probe could tunnel through Europa’s 
surface ice to reach the oceans that cover 
the distant moon.
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Size: 7,000 square feet

Beyond Earth: The Future of Space Exploration is organized by the 
American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org) in 
collaboration with Madatech: The Israel National Museum of Science, 
Technology, & Space, Haifa, Israel.

Photo credits: 
Cover, Overleaf: ©AMNH/R. Mickens. Inside left: ©AMNH/D. Finnin. Inside 
center: ©AMNH/R. Mickens. Inside right: Mars rover, elevator, probe, 
terraforming, ©AMNH/D. Finnin. Gallery, suit, ship ©AMNH/R. Mickens.

The objects in this brochure represent the exhibition’s content at AMNH, 
and may not appear at all venues.

American Museum of Natural History

Central Park West at 79th St

New York, NY 10024

FoR MoRE InFoRMATIon

To learn more about this and   

other exhibitions available from  

the American Museum of 

Natural History, please email 

travelingprograms@amnh.org

or visit our website at  

amnh.org/traveling


