
Whether as a defense against predators, a source of magical strength, 
or a lethal weapon used as lifesaving medical treatment, the story of 
poison is surprising at every turn.

The Power of Poison explores poison’s paradoxical roles in nature, 
human health and history, literature, and myth. 

Inviting visitors to wander through a walk-through diorama of 
Colombia’s Chocó Forest, the exhibition introduces poisons, toxins 
and venoms and their role in evolutionary strategies. Visitors will also 
explore some of history’s most puzzling poisoning cases through digital 
interactives and a theater where live presenters share dramatic stories 
of poisonings and forensic detection.

Immersive dioramas and media presentations portray the role of 
poison in countless fairy tales and legends from around the world. The 
exhibition will also examine how poison is used for good, leading to 
treatments for a myriad of medical conditions. 
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highlights
• Situated in the immersive Chocó Forest, a video theater gives 

deeper insights into the ever-changing landscape of poisons, 
venoms and toxins.

• Visitors step into a world of myth and legend, and encounter 
life-size dioramas of legendary figures including three 
witches from Macbeth stirring a bubbling cauldron, and the 
first Emperor of unified China, Qin Shi Huang, thought to 
have died of ingesting mercury that ironically was intended 
to give him eternal life.

• Three-dimensional ceramic amphoras serve as canvases for 
projected animations in the mythic pots theater, which tells 
visitors the dramatic stories of Medea and Hercules and how 
they came to be poisoned.

• As visitors turn the pages of the interactive Poison Book, 
they will explore legendary potions, their ingredients, 
delivery methods and uses.

• An interactive digital mystery game invites visitors to think 
like detectives to solve the mysterious poisonings of a 
human, a dog, and an owl.

• In the detecting poison theater, live presenters and visitors 
explore a real-world poisoning case that highlights the 
dramatic advances in toxicology and forensics since the 19th 
century.

• To demonstrate the power of poison for good, visitors come 
face to face with a magnificent model of a yew tree, and 
learn about the development of Taxol, a cancer treatment 
drug derived from yew bark, and about how other poisons 
are deployed as powerful new medicines.

Size
6,000 - 8,000 sq. ft.

For More Information

Email  travelingprograms@amnh.org 
Tel   212.496.3362
Web  www.amnh.org/traveling-exhibitions

Meet legendary figures, Qin Shi Huang, the 
first Emperor of unified China.

Turn the pages of an interactive Enchanted 
Book.

Watch animations of dramatic poison stories 
projected on ceramic amphoras.

An interactive, live presenter experience 
invites visitors to learn about poison detection 
and forensic science.

See live golden poison frogs and other live 
animals.




