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Darwin illuminates the life of the iconic naturalist, geologist,  

and thinker, whose extraordinary ideas on evolution by natural 

selection were a critical turning point for science and culture  

and continue to be revolutionary almost 150 years after the 

publication of On the Origin of Species (1859). Through specimens, 

documents, film, interactive media, live animals, and Darwin’s  

own personal effects, this landmark exhibition offers visitors  

a unique glimpse into Darwin’s intellectual and personal  

world and the experiences that first led him to formulate his 

groundbreaking theory.  Darwin is an engaging and provocative 

exhibition for visitors of all ages. 

•  Live animals including Galápagos 

tortoises, a green iguana, and  

horned frogs

•  A significant collection of Darwin’s 

letters, personal notebooks, 

manuscripts, fossils, animal and 

plant specimens, and scientific 

tools, many brought together for  

the first time in 150 years

•  Interactive media stations and  

videos exploring homology, 

adaptation to environment, and 

evolution by natural selection

•  Interviews with leading scientists  

on Darwin’s continuing impact on 

modern society and current science

 

Overview

Highlights

1

4



Press Quotes

 “ A landmark exhibit. . . takes pains to point out that no scientific 

alternative to evolution has been proposed.”

–Washington Post

 “   Compelling”

–Newsweek

 “ We can no longer imagine a world without Darwin, and this 

exhibition. . .helps us understand why.” 

–American Scientist

“ The most in-depth exhibition ever mounted on Darwin” 

–CBS News

“ [Darwin] reminds us how well and how fully evolution explains  
the life around us.”

–The New York Times

“ This exhibit shows the difference between scientific theory and 
conjecture. If you doubt that, go see for yourself.” 

–Daily News (New York)

“ Children will enjoy live displays of giant tortoises, marine iguanas 

and ornate horned frogs.”

–The Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ)
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An introduction to Darwin’s life and his 

revolutionary findings in evolution and 

natural selection is punctuated in this section 

with live Galápagos tortoises and Darwin’s 

own magnifying glass. Interviews with modern 

scientists reveal how evolutionary theory 

influences their current research efforts.

Visitors explore Darwin’s family heritage  

and early life through letters, photographs,  

specimens, and personal items. A video 

biography narrated by Darwin’s great-great-

grandson explores the political, social, and 

scientific climates of 19th-century England,  

and how Darwin’s findings were  important 

both then and now.

1

3 5

Exhibition Sections

1. Introduction

2. The World Before Darwin

3. Early Life

4. Voyage of the Beagle

5.  The Idea Takes Shape

6. Evolution, Today
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Although systems of classification were 

emerging among the scientific community 

in Darwin’s time, it was most commonly 

believed that the Earth was only a few 

thousand years old and that all plant and 

animal life had remained unchanged since 

creation. Surrounded by period illustrations, 

an antique display case filled with 

exceptional skeletons evokes the scientific 

landscape of the early 19th century. 

1     Introduction 2     The World Before Darwin 3     Early Life
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Darwin’s theory forms the bedrock  

for contemporary evolutionary research 

and continues to have as significant  

an impact on modern society and current 

science as it did in Darwin’s time.  Through 

exhibits, videos, and interactive stations,  

this section explores how the theory itself  

has evolved both scientifically and socially  

over the last 150 years.

Once back in London, Darwin refined his  

theories on evolution and natural selection,  

and marshaled the evidence to support them. 

Personal effects, fossils, specimens, manuscripts, 

and an elaborate reconstruction of Darwin’s 

study at Down House—his country home where 

he wrote On the Origin of Species—illustrate 

Darwin’s ongoing fascination with the natural 

world and how he dealt with the personal  

and public implications of publishing his  

findings on evolution.

Live animals, taxidermy specimens,  

fossils, models, and soundscapes create a 

compelling window into Darwin’s first years 

as a naturalist aboard the HMS Beagle.
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Highlights

American Museum of Natural History

79th Street at Central Park West

New York, NY 10024
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Size: 7,000 square feet

Loan Period: 12–16 weeks

Darwin is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York,  

in collaboration with the Museum of Science, Boston; The Field Museum, Chicago;  

the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada; and the Natural History Museum,  

London, England.
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For More Information

To learn more about this and 

other exhibitions available from 

the American Museum of 

Natural History, please email 

travelingprograms@amnh.org

or visit our website at 

amnh.org/traveling


