
The world’s Largest

DIN   saurs



The neck of an Argentinosaurus, currently the world’s largest known dinosaur,  
stretches down to greet entering visitors.

A model Titanosaur hatchling emerges from  
a nest of eggs.

HIGHLIGHTS

-  A massive model of a 
Mamenchisaurus brings  
a sauropod to full-sized life

-  Stations reveal the biology of 
sauropods through interactives, 
models, and media

-  An adjustable mural of up to  
60 by 16 feet depicts the 
diversity of sauropod size by 
illustrating a mixed herd of  
the creatures at life size

-  One of the many interactives 
allows visitors to measure their 
own femurs and see how much 
they would weigh as a 
sauropod dinosaur

-  Skeletons and taxidermy 
illustrate some of the strange 
size comparisons of creatures 
alive today

-  Visitors peer through 
magnifiers to discover why  
the size of dinosaur eggs  
was limited

-  A 15-foot-tall replica of a 
Supersaurus hind leg provides 
perspective on size

OVERVIEW

The World’s Largest Dinosaurs explores 
the amazing biology of a group of uniquely 
super-sized dinosaurs: the long-necked and 
long-tailed sauropods. The exhibition draws 
on cutting-edge paleo-biological research 
that looks in part to living organisms to 
make inferences about how these giants – 
some of which grew to be longer than 150 
feet, or the length of four standard city 
buses – were able to thrive, as a group, for 
approximately 140 million years. Through 
innovative exhibits – including the exhibition 
centerpiece, a life-sized, detailed model  
of a 60-foot-long Mamenchisaurus –  
The World’s Largest Dinosaurs takes 
visitors beyond the bones and into the 
bodies of these titans, shedding light on  
how heart rate, respiration, metabolism, 
and reproduction are linked to size.



The metabolisms of hot and cold blooded animals 
can be compared in this interactive.

Life-sized lungs use light to simulate breath;  
modern and fossil skulls illustrate chewing.

Pumping stations show how hard a sauropod’s  
heart would have had to work to pump blood.

PRESS quOTES

“ What is so successful about this exhibition is…the 
way it treats scientific ideas... The show is really a 
demonstration of deduction, yet nothing about it  
is abstract or arcane. Its panels are crisp and clear.  
And they show contemporary paleontology to be  
an adventurous conceptual enterprise”  

– The New York Times

“ Visit. You will learn and be wonderstruck” 

– NY Daily News

“Really refreshing”  

– Scientific American

“ The back of the exhibit is by far the best part.  
There’s a digging pit”  

– Village Voice

“ Preserves the OMG factor, a significant part of their 
appeal, even as it presents new theories about how 
they led their big lives”  

– SILive

“ Digs deeper than fossil pits to take visitors beyond 
standard dinosaur skeletons and rock-studded fossils”  

– The Morning Call

Fossils, models, and interactives bring massive sauropods to life.A dig pit invites visitors to make their own dinosaur 
discoveries, just like real paleontologists.
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1.  Introduction/size 

Argentinosaurus stretches out an 
enormous neck to greet visitors as  
they enter the exhibition. Inside, they 
discover some amazing comparisons 
of size of animals, living and extinct, 
including humans.

4. reach/How Big

These two sections explore the 
structures that allowed dinosaurs 
to become so huge. An interactive 
allows visitors to compare a  
vertebra from a giraffe with that  
of a sauropod. A 6-foot-tall 
Camarasaurus femur illustrates  
how scientists estimate weight,  
while another interactive  
allows visitors to make their  
own calculations.

7. Fuel 

A 5 ½-foot cube filled with foliage 
illustrates the 100,000 calories a 
Mamenchisaurus would need to 
ingest every day. An interactive  
lets visitors compare metabolisms 
by “feeding” a hungry sauropod.

2. Meet Mamenchisaurus

The exhibition centers around a 
60-foot-long model Mamenchisaurus,  
with textured skin on one side and 
visible muscles and bone on the 
other. A video projected on the 
animal’s midsection reveals how a 
sauropod’s respiratory, circulatory, 
and digestive systems contributed  
to its enormous size. 

5.  Babies

A diorama of a nest with a 
hatchling illustrates how surprisingly 
small sauropods were when they 
hatched. replicas of eggs as big 
as an elephant bird and as small 
as a hummingbird allow visitors to 
compare egg sizes.

8. skin/Who Was that Dinosaur?

Visitors look through scopes to see 
some possible variations of dinosaur 
skin color. A 3D zoetrope allows 
them to watch a herd of model 
dinosaurs thunder across a plain.

3. eat/react

Here, visitors examine sauropods’ 
relatively small heads. Touchable 
fossils help explain how sauropods 
swallowed vegetation whole.  
A Diplodocus braincase helps explain 
how such huge animals could have 
such small brains and debunks the 
myth that sauropods had a second 
“brain” in their tail.

6. Beat/Breathe 

Life-size models of a sauropod 
heart and lungs light up to 
show how sauropods breathed 
and circulated blood. A pump 
interactive allows visitors to try  
their hand at pumping blood for 
different sizes of animals.

9. explore/search 

An 11-by-15-foot dig pit lets 
visitors unearth dinosaur bones,  
just like real paleotologists. As 
visitors leave the gallery, they 
encounter a wire outline of the 
largest dinosaur vertebra ever 
found and subsequently lost.  
Many more discoveries are out 
there, just waiting to be found.



Replicas and bones of a Supersaurus leg, an elephant 
skull, a dwarf gecko, and a human skeleton introduce 
concepts of scale.

Visitors compare the weights of giraffe and 
sauropod vertebrae.

Visitors watch a video projected on the abdomen of the Mamechisaurus, revealing  
how her ribs, heart, lungs, digestive system, and reproductive system worked.

A parade of eggs, including those of an elephant bird, a sauropod, and a hummingbird, reveal not  
only the diversity of sizes but also why sauropod eggs had to be so small relative to the size of adults.

A sauropod would need to eat this much in  
one day—that’s one big salad!

The life-sized Mamenchisaurus model serves as a touchstone for the exhibition, surrounded by  
stations of interactives and displays revealing how the anatomy of these giants functioned.
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FOr mOre InFOrmatIOn

To learn more about this and   

other exhibitions available from  

the American Museum of 

Natural History, please email 

travelingprograms@amnh.org

or visit our website at  

amnh.org/traveling

American Museum of Natural History

Central Park West at 79th St

New York, NY 10024

Size: 7,000 square feet

The World’s Largest Dinosaurs is organized by the American Museum of 
Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org) in collaboration with Coolture 
Marketing, Bogotá, Colombia.

Photo credits: Cover: ©AMNH/R. Mickens. Overleaf: Argentinosaurus, 
©AMNH/R. Mickens; Titanosaur nest, ©AMNH/D. Finnin. Inside left: 
Dig pit, Gallery, pump station ©AMNH/R. Mickens; skulls, metabolism 
©AMNH/D. Finnin. Inside right: ©AMNH/D. Finnin.

The objects in this brochure represent the exhibition’s content at AMNH, 
and may not appear at all venues.


