
Come along on a journey about what we already know – and about 
the mysteries we have yet to solve – in Dark Universe, a new space 
show for full dome planetarium venues.

With astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson as your guide, go beyond 
the night sky and into deep space to find out how discoveries over 
the past 100 years have led us to two great cosmic mysteries: dark 
matter and dark energy.

You’ll hurtle through Jupiter’s atmosphere, peer at the web of dark 
matter holding galaxies together, and watch the colorful remains of 
the universe’s beginnings unfold.

Opening in Fall 2013
Available for rental beginning in Spring 2014

Dark Universe
A New Hayden Planetarium Space Show

Narrated by Neil deGrasse Tyson

Dark Universe was created by the American Museum of Natural History, the Frederick Phineas and Sandra Priest Rose Center for Earth and Space, and the Hayden Planetarium.
Made possible through the generous sponsorship of Accenture.

And proudly supported by Con Edison.
Additional funding has been provided by the Charles Hayden Foundation.

Presented with special thanks to NASA and the National Science Foundation.
Dark Universe was developed by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with the California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, and GOTO INC, Tokyo, Japan.

Neil deGrasse Tyson narrates Dark 
Universe © AMNH/D. Finnin
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Leasing Information
Availability
Leases available to show Dark Universe 
from Spring 2014

Format
Full-dome display compatible with 
most digital planetarium systems

Timing
25:15 minutes in length and can be 
ticketed on the half hour

Trailer
A trailer for Dark Universe is available 
to showing prior to other planetarium 
offerings

Pre-show and Prelude
A high definition video of astronomical 
information and a prelude video 
introducing Dark Universe are available 
for viewing in areas where visitors 
gather prior to the show

Languages
Dark Universe is available in English, 
Chinese, French, German, Italian, 
Japanese and Spanish.

Support Materials Include
• Educator’s Guide 

• Marketing Kit - press releases, 
media images, press reviews 
and digital files of advertising 
artwork

For More Information

Web  
www.amnh.org/traveling-exhibitions

Email  
travelingprograms@amnh.org

Tel  
212.496.3362

Produced by an innovative team that includes astrophysicists and 
science visualization experts, Dark Universe, starts at the edge of our 
solar system. 

After flying through our planetary 
neighborhood, visualized using the 
latest scientific data, viewers arrive at 
California’s Mount Wilson Observatory, 
where Edwin Hubble’s discovery that 
the universe is expanding gave the 
first hint of the Big Bang. That initial 
discovery, and ever-larger instruments 
on the ground and in space, led to other 
breakthroughs that give astronomers 
an increasingly detailed and precise 
picture of how our universe formed and 
evolved. 

But these revelations have also uncovered intriguing new mysteries:

• What is the mysterious dark energy accelerating cosmic expansion? 

• What is the invisible dark matter underlying galaxies that, together with 
dark energy, account for at least 95 % of the universe’s total energy and 
mass? 

• What lies beyond our cosmic horizon? 

In stunningly detailed scenes based on 
authentic scientific data—including 
a NASA probe’s breathtaking plunge 
into Jupiter’s atmosphere and novel 
visualizations of unobservable dark 
matter—Dark Universe explores this 
new age of cosmic discovery and 
reveals the mysteries that have been 
brought to light so far.

Curated by Dr. Mordecai-Mark Mac Low, AMNH curator in the Department of Astrophysics and 
Division of Physical Sciences. 

Directed by Carter Emmart, AMNH director of astrovisualization and one of the original team 
members of the NASA-funded Digital Galaxy Project, now known as the Digital Universe, which 
helped redefine how planetarium theaters present science to the public through immersive data 
visualization. 

Produced by Vivian Trakinski, who directs the Museum’s Science Bulletins media program. Dr. 
Rosamond Kinzler, senior director of science education and co-curator of the Museum’s David S. 
and Ruth L. Gottesman Hall of Planet Earth, is the executive producer. 

Narrated by Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson, astrophysicist, prolific science communicator, and the 
Frederick P. Rose Director of the Hayden Planetarium at AMNH. 

Script by best-selling science writer Timothy Ferris. 

Score by Robert Miller, a New York City composer.

Overview

This early mock-up shows the plunge 
of NASA’s Galileo probe into Jupiter’s 
atmosphere, distorted to fit on a spherical 
dome. ©AMNH/C. Emmart

This scene shows a phenomenon known 
as redshift, in which light from galaxies 
moving away from us is stretched out to 
longer, redder wavelengths. ©AMNH


