
Narrated by Whoopi Goldberg

Easily the most beautiful planetarium show I have ever seen.
– The New York Times
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featuring extraordinary images from ground- and space-based 

telescopes and stunning, never-before-seen visualizations of  

physics-based simulations, the dazzling new Space Show Journey to 

the Stars launches visitors through space and time to experience the 

life and death of stars including our own nurturing Sun. tour familiar 

stellar formations, explore new celestial mysteries, and discover the 

fascinating, unfolding story that connects us all to the stars. those 

who come along for this journey may never see the night sky in the 

same way again.
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“ Easily the most beautiful planetarium show I have ever seen.” 

– The New York Times

“  Entertainer Whoopi Goldberg’s narration makes the complex topic seem 

like a thrilling tale told around a campfire.” 

– Scientific American

“ Speeding up the cosmic clock with the help of all that computer power, 

the show shows us a sky as changeable and dynamic as any Broadway 

musical or summer blockbuster, with stars booming, blazing, swirling, 

dying and sprouting again.” 

– The New York Times

“   May be the most scientifically accurate and advanced planetarium show 

ever produced.” 

– Scientific Computing

“ The visuals will blow you away.”

– National Geographic Adventure



PROGRAM OVERVIEW

BACK IN TIME
Journey to the Stars begins with a profound question:  

How are distant stars the source of everything we see 

around us? To discover the answer, the audience travels 

back in time to a dark universe without stars, 300 mil-

lion years after the Big Bang. In this unfathomable space 

filled with hydrogen, helium, and a mysterious substance 

called dark matter, we experience how the first stars were 

formed in a dramatic blaze of nuclear fusion.

BIRTH OF THE MILKY WAY
We then leap forward in time to witness the birth of our own Sun and its siblings 

in a stellar cluster in the Milky Way galaxy, about five billion years ago. Eventually 

the young Sun, like most stars, is expelled from its birth cluster and flung out into 

space along with its planetary system until finally, four and a half billion years later, 

it settles into our familiar galactic neighborhood.

A CLOSER LOOK AT A FAMILIAR STAR
Returning to the present day, we take a closer  

look at the most-studied star of all time: our Sun.

Satellite images and colorful visualizations of some 

of the latest research simulations peel back the  

layers to show what it is that makes stars shine.

A DIGITAL MAP OF MODERN ASTROPHYICS 

A complex merger of cutting-edge astrophysics research from more than 40 leading scientists around the world and state-of-the-art super-

computing expertise made it possible for Journey to the Stars to transport audiences through time and space. The show’s production team 

made extensive use of a virtual map of millions of stars and galaxies called the Digital Universe Atlas, created at AMNH with initial support 

from NASA. The project began as the most comprehensive scientifically accurate three-dimensional map of the Milky Way Galaxy and has 

grown to become a virtual universe, encompassing all available data on the three-dimensional locations of astrophysical objects.



RIDING THE SOLAR WIND
We follow the sun’s magnetic fields back out of our 

system, witnessing auroras on Earth and Saturn along 

the way. Following the trajectory of the space 

probe Voyager 1 to the outer limits of our Solar 

System, the audience reaches the point where the 

Sun’s magnetic field finally stops.

Journey to the Stars is a visually striking tour of the heavens that introduces audiences to the life 

cycle of stars. Visitors witness the birth of our Sun, visit a stellar system where a brown dwarf circles 

a red star, and watch as white dwarfs reach the end of their lives.  

A TOUR OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
A flight around the Sun’s neighbors shows an amazing 

variety of stars, from the stellar nursery of the Orion 

Nebula to the dying remnants of the Helix Nebula to a 

brown dwarf orbiting a red star near Earth. As we come 

home to Earth, we are invited to choose a star of our 

own — and to make a wish.

A GLIMPSE OF THE FUTURE
The show then travels five billion years into the future where 

we witness a startling sight: our familiar yellow Sun has  

ballooned into a red giant, consuming Mercury and  

Venus and nearly engulfing Earth. Eventually, the aging 

Sun throws off most of its mass, leaving only a white dwarf 

surrounded by the glowing remnants of its former self. 



BEHIND THE SCENES

ASTROPHYSICS AT AMNH

The Museum’s Department of Astrophysics, established more than 10  

years ago, ensures that the exhibits in the Rose Center and the Space 

Shows in the Hayden Planetarium — one of the most advanced virtual 

reality theaters in the world — reflect the latest research in the field.  

The department conducts an ambitious research program, providing 

scientific expertise in support of the Rose Center for Earth and Space 

education and outreach programs and conveying the excitement  

of modern astronomy to the general public. The department’s active 

research specialties cover a wide range of modern approaches including 

observational, theoretical, and computational astrophysics.

ROSE CENTER PRODUCTION

Award-winning Rose Center Production at the American Museum  

of Natural History comprises a team of multidisciplinary talents, including 

computer scientists, science visualizers, artists, producers, engineers, 

sound designers, and more.  Working closely with scientists from  

the AMNH and around the world, Rose Center Production uses the 

latest technology to produce and distribute cutting-edge, high-quality 

content to international science centers and planetariums.



LEASING INFORMATION

TIMING

Journey to the Stars is 24.5 minutes in length and can be ticketed on the half hour.

PRESHOW AND PRELUDE

A 10-minute astronomical information loop and a 2.5-minute introduction to 

Journey to the Stars are available in high-definition video for viewing on monitors 

in gathering areas prior to the show.

TRAILER

A brief Journey to the Stars trailer is available for showing prior to other  

planetarium offerings.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Journey to the Stars can be customized for presentation on most digital  

planetarium systems.

ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES

Journey to the Stars is available in Chinese, English, French, German, Italian, 

Japanese, and Spanish.

EDUCATION

Educational opportunities include a Journey to the Stars teacher’s guide in  

electronic format and a chance to link to the Museum’s website for further  

Space Show-related educational activities.

MEDIA RELATIONS AND MARKETING

A full sample media kit including press releases, media images, press reviews, 

print ads, and other marketing materials is available for customization by your 

institution.



for more information please contact:

Journey to the Stars was developed by the American Museum of Natural History, New York, 

in collaboration with the California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; GOTO INC, Tokyo, 

Japan; Papalote • Museo del Niño, Mexico City, Mexico; and Smithsonian National Air and 

Space Museum, Washington, D.C.

Journey to the Stars was created by the American Museum of Natural History, with the major 

support and partnership of the Heliophysics Division of NASA’s Science Mission Directorate.

ROSE CENTER FOR EARTH AND SPACE

www.amnh.org/traveling

To learn more about this and other exhibitions available 
from the American Museum of Natural History, please  
email travelingprograms@amnh.org 

or visit our website at amnh.org/traveling
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