
ANCIENT FOSSILS, NEW DISCOVERIES



Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New Discoveries is a groundbreaking 

exhibition that highlights ongoing, cutting-edge dinosaur 

research by American Museum of Natural History paleontologists 

and other leading scientists from around the world. Dinosaurs 

explores how paleontologists today are using an incredible array 

of new technologies — from bioengineering computer software 

to CT scans — along with new discoveries and new ideas to 

investigate and reinterpret many of the most persistent and 

puzzling mysteries of dinosaurs, such as what they really looked 

like and how they actually moved and behaved, as well as the 

complex and hotly debated theories of why — or even whether — 

they became extinct.

overview

highlights

•   A 700-square-foot, walk-through 
diorama depicting the 130-  
million-year-old Liaoning forest  
in northeastern China

•    Gigantic life-size cast skeletons  
of T. rex and Stegosaurus

•    A stunning metallic 60-foot-long 
model of an Apatosaurus  
skeleton and media analysis  
of its movements

•    A “trophy wall” of mounted  
dinosaur skulls ranging from the 
three-horned Triceratops to the 
dome-headed Pachycephalosaurus

•    Interactive computer simulations 
and animations including a  
presentation of dinosaur extinction 
scenarios

•    An engaging suite of hands-on 
educational activities for younger 
children
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press quotes

“Extremely cool, truly awesome”  

–The New Yorker

“ Thrills even those with a front-row seat in dinosaur research”

–The Philadelphia Enquirer

“ [Dinosaurs is one of the] exhibitions children of all ages  

should enjoy.”  

–The Wall Street Journal

“ A provocative exhibition of current research of these  

wondrous creatures”

–The New York Times

  “ [It will] change the way you think about dinosaurs.”

–The Star-Ledger (Newark, New Jersey)

“ We recommend that you take the time, and the kids, to see  

the wonders that Dr. Mark Norell...and his team of scientists  

have wrought.”

–The Daily News (New York, New York)
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“In the Footsteps of Dinosaurs” Media Piece
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Modern paleontologists are using new  
ideas, new discoveries, and new technologies 
to revolutionize our understanding of 
dinosaurs. Dinosaurs begins by introducing 
Bambiraptor, a recent fossil discovery. CT 
scans of this small, carnivorous dromeosaur 
provide visitors with evidence of intriguing 
new findings about the evolutionary link 
between birds and dinosaurs.

1       INTRODUCTION 2       HOW DINOSAURS MOVED 3       HOW DINOSAURS BEHAVED

exhibition sections

1.  INTRODUCTION

2.  HOW DINOSAURS MOVED

3.  HOW DINOSAURS BEHAVED

4.  THE LIAONING FOREST

5.  EXTINCTION
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The latest biomechanical studies of  
dinosaur locomotion spring to life with  
a full-size T. rex cast and a robotic, six-
foot T. rex model that walks in place with 
unprecedented accuracy of movement.  
These are accompanied by computer 
interactives examining how fast an adult  
T. rex could have run. Also in this section, 
a 60-foot-long metallic model of an 
Apatosaurus skeleton and accompanying 
media analysis and computer interactives 
demonstrate the realistic range of 
Apatosaurus neck and tail mobility.

Visitors learn how scientists are using  
new technologies to reinterpret old  
fossil evidence to learn about dinosaur 
behavior. A 15-by-10-foot re-creation  
of the Davenport Ranch Trackway  
reveals fresh information about sauropod 
herding behavior. A full-size Stegosaurus 
cast, and an adjacent “trophy wall” of 
dinosaur skulls provocatively illustrates  
the latest theories about whether the  
horns, frills, crests, and domes found  
on many dinosaur skulls were used for 
defense, mate recognition, or display.
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Visitors learn how scientists are using  
new technologies to reinterpret old  
fossil evidence to learn about dinosaur 
behavior. A 15-by-10-foot re-creation  
of the Davenport Ranch Trackway  
reveals fresh information about sauropod 
herding behavior. A full-size Stegosaurus 
cast, and an adjacent “trophy wall” of 
dinosaur skulls provocatively illustrates  
the latest theories about whether the  
horns, frills, crests, and domes found  
on many dinosaur skulls were used for 
defense, mate recognition, or display.

The prehistoric ecosystem of Liaoning 
Province, an area of northeastern China  
that has yielded a rich diversity of 
exceptionally well-preserved fossils,  
is a place and time of immense scientific 
importance. It is exquisitely re-created  
in a 700-square-foot walk-through  
diorama filled with scientifically accurate, 
life-size models of more than 35 species 
of dinosaurs, reptiles, early birds, insects, 
mammals, and plants.

Through computer simulations and  
geologic findings, visitors explore  
the hard evidence for theories on what 
ended the Age of Dinosaurs, including 
asteroid impact, global climate change, 
and massive volcanic eruptions.
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highlights

American Museum of Natural History
79th Street at Central Park West
New York, NY 10024
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Size: 7,000 square feet

Loan Period: 12–16 weeks

Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New Discoveries is organized by the American Museum  

of Natural History, New York, in collaboration with the Houston Museum of Natural 

Science;  the California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; The Field Museum,  

Chicago; and the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences, Raleigh.
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for more information 

To learn more about this and 

other exhibitions available from 

the American Museum of 

Natural History, please email 

travelingprograms@amnh.org

or visit our website at 

amnh.org/traveling


