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JAN 2014: THIS EXHIBITION IS UNDER DEVELOPMENT AND CONTENT IN THIS PROPOSAL IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Exhibition Overview
Neither dinosaurs nor birds, pterosaurs were the first vertebrates to evolve powered flight. For centuries 
their fossils puzzled scientists, and until recently pterosaur research was largely overshadowed by that 
of their popular dinosaur contemporaries.  

Incredible new fossil discoveries are revealing surprising clues about the diversity of pterosaurs, their 
unique wing finger anatomy, and their capabilities for flight and locomotion.

Pterosaurs: Flight in the Age of Dinosaurs, an exhibition under development by the American Museum 
of Natural History, will explore how these remarkable flying creatures evolved and thrived for nearly 150 
million years before going extinct.

Flight in the Age of Dinosaurs



• Inspect rare fossils and casts, including pterosaur eggs, 
fossilized wing membranes, and a trackways cast.  

• Experiment with aerodynamics at a digital virtual wind 
tunnel, where you can adjust key features on a pterosaur 
and set your creature flying.

• Examine a fossil trackway to learn how pterosaurs moved 
on land, and then see how different pterosaurs moved at 
an augmented reality interactive.

• Come face to face with a soaring model of Tropeognathus 
mesembrinus, a pterosaur with a 27-ft. wingspan.

• Assemble your own pterosaur at a hands-on magnetic 
puzzle wall.

• Explore a diorama of a prehistoric Brazilian inland sea 
come to life, and discover what scientists today are 
learning from fossils uncovered at this very site.

• Try out your own wings at a digital interactive, where your 
movements will direct your on-screen pterosaur to follow 
your lead.

• Meet leading pterosaur experts through videos that 
define pterosaurs, illustrate aerodynamics and reveal how 
these creatures – some as big as a fighter jet – soared 
through the skies, and explain the process of fossilization 
as well as why pterosaurs fossils are so rare.

Visitor Experience

An immersive diorama brings to life a real pterosaur 
habitat.

Life-sized pterosaurs soar overhead throughout the 
gallery.

At a hands-on puzzle wall, visitors create their own 
pterosaur.Curated by

Discover fossils and learn about pterosaur flight.

Mark Norell is Chairman and Curator-in-Charge of the 
Division of Paleontology at the American Museum 
of Natural History. His current research includes new 
Romanian pterosaur discoveries.

Alexander Kellner is a paleontologist and professor 
at the Museo Nacional in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil as well 
as a Research Associate at the American Museum of 
Natural History. He has described more than a dozen 
new species of pterosaurs and published extensively on 
pterosaur phylogeny.
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