
February 21, 2014 

Dear Friend, 

“No one has ever done this before.” 

Are there words more captivating to the explorer in all of us?  Words more loaded with the drama 
of discovery and the potential for human progress?   

As Provost of Science here at the Museum, I’m fortunate to hear variations on that evocative 
phrase quite a bit - from the ranks of the 200-plus scientists who work here every day, and from my 
colleagues in the Exhibitions Department who are bringing that science to life for the Museum’s visitors 
in wonderfully innovative ways.   

On behalf of all of us, I thank you for the support you have shown for this extraordinary Museum 
and its mission.  Scientific endeavors of this scale and scope simply aren’t possible without the support of 
committed patrons like you.   

“No one has ever done this before” came to my ears most recently from one of our talented 
curators, Dr. John Sparks. He was half a world away, aboard the research vessel Alucia in the Solomon 
Islands archipelago. It was a dispatch from the first expedition of the Museum’s pioneering new 
scientific initiative called Explore21.

Explore21 is taking the Museum’s renowned legacy of exploration to a new level, setting the 
standard for what 21st century fieldwork and collections can look like.  It focuses some of the world’s 
most advanced technology and expertise on high-impact projects in habitats that are biologically diverse 
but under imminent threat from deforestation, pollution, invasive species and climate change.   

The Solomon Islands were chosen as the first Explore21 research site because they form one of 
the most pristine and biologically rich ecosystems on Earth. Museum Assistant Curator and expedition 
scientist Dr. Eunsoo Kim said it best: “Where there is immense diversity, there is immense 
possibility…”

The robust state of the ecology in the Solomons is due in no small measure to the efforts of the 
Museum’s Center for Biodiversity and Conservation (CBC) and especially one of its scientists, Dr. 
Chris Filardi, who was also aboard the Alucia. For almost 20 years, the CBC has been linking the 
formidable efforts of the Museum’s curators to discover new species all over the world with conservation 
needs and action. Innovative CBC-led partnerships and projects have transformed the Solomons into a 
model for community-driven ecological stewardship. 

And so the stage was set for Dr. Sparks and his team of scientists to visit the islands last fall with 
an unprecedented array of new tools. With a deep-water submersible, on-board genomic sequencing tools, 



custom-built underwater cameras, remote-sensing equipment and more, it’s fitting that the team dubbed 
their vessel the “Starship Alucia.” 

 
The preliminary results, still being revealed in the labs and collection rooms of the Museum, are 

very encouraging. Hundreds of new species have been identified and preserved for further study in the 
Museum’s state-of-the-art frozen tissue bank.  And Dr. Sparks’ continuing work on bioluminescence in 
fish (which began while he was working on the Museum’s 2012 special exhibition, Creatures of Light) 
has found cellular systems as unique as they are astonishing, with potentially huge implications for 
medical research. 

 
With bold initiatives like Explore21, this Museum continues to lead the way in scientific 

understanding and achievement.  It is at its best when those who believe in its mission, like you, choose to 
participate. 

 
Please make your gift to the Museum’s Annual Fund today.   
 

Yours in Discovery, 
 

 
Michael J. Novacek, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President and Provost of Science 

 
 

P.S. If you would prefer to make your tax-deductible gift online, please visit 
www.amnh.org/annualfund. Thank you! 




