
 

 

Dear Friend,

September 2014

 

For nearly 150 years, the world’s brightest minds and boldest explorers have been bringing our 
living planet and the vast cosmos into this extraordinary building to enthrall and educate its visitors. 
With support from patrons like you, they have created, quite possibly, the world’s greatest classroom.   

 
Please make your gift to the Annual Fund today and help us continue expanding its 

capabilities and reach.   
 
You’ll be supporting an ambitious effort to engage people from all walks of life and strengthen 

their connection to the world that surrounds and supports them.  Your gift is an investment in a more 
scientifically literate society – one equipped to make scientifically informed decisions that may 
shape the future in profound ways. 
 

Today, from groundbreaking public exhibitions to online classes and educational games, from 
multi-year mentorships to world-class graduate programs, the Museum is redefining how science is 
taught in the 21st century.  With your support, we will continue to build on a growing legacy of success. 

 
The Museum’s Richard Gilder Graduate School—the only museum-based, Ph.D.-granting 

program in the country – is now supplemented by a pilot Masters in Arts of Teaching (MAT) program 
to help address a critical shortage of qualified science teachers in New York State, particularly in high-
needs schools. The program will model and test new approaches that can be replicated across the state 
and the country.  Fifty new teachers from the first two graduating classes are already hard at work, and 
the early results couldn’t be more exciting: 
 

“The effectiveness of my training though the MAT program was demonstrated by the 
great results my students achieved on the New York State Earth Science Regents Test.  
The 76 students who sat for the exam achieved the highest passing rate in recent 
memory at my school.   I am ecstatic for them.  I feel prouder than any personal 
academic achievement I ever experienced myself.” 

- Duncan B., 2013 Graduate, AMNH MAT Program 



Since 2004, the American Museum of Natural History has also played a leading role in Urban 
Advantage, which last year alone helped 173 New York City public middle schools give their 50,000-
plus students a more robust experience of science.  Those numbers are growing, and the program 
works!  Recent independent studies have shown that, on average, students attending Urban 
Advantage-participating schools outperform their peers on the eighth-grade exam. 

 
“If we’re studying astronomy, we go to the Hayden Planetarium.  Evolution?  The 
Spitzer Hall of Human Origins.  Fossils, the fourth-floor Koch dinosaur halls.” 

- Kevyn J, Urban Advantage participating teacher 
 
Even beyond its profound impact within New York schools and communities, the Museum is 

using new digital tools to open up global access to its incomparable resources. Its popular – and free –  
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are taught by Museum scientists and educators and are 
available to all through Coursera.  Kids have access to original and highly effective game-based 
learning initiatives, and can even participate in the development of the games themselves through the 
Museum’s #scienceFTW project.  

 
I would say it has been very insane what I’ve done. It’s really unlike any other 
afterschool class I’ve ever seen. You really don’t do a whole lot of things like this which 
is why I’ve loved it so much. 

- Katie, age 14, #ScienceFTW participant, co-developer of 
Pterosaurs: The [online] Card Game 

 
The American Museum of Natural History is deeply committed to exhibitions and educational 

programs that enrich and empower children, teachers, and lifelong learners. That commitment is as 
foundational to this Museum as the bedrock on which it sits.   

 
Please make your gift to the Annual Fund Today.  Help us forge a brighter future by 

continuing to raise the bar for scientific education and achievement.   
 

Thank you,  
 
 
 
Rosamond Kinzler 
Senior Director, Science Education 
Director, National Center for Science Literacy, Education and Technology 

 
 
P.S.  Your tax-deductible gift can make a profound difference. If you would prefer to make your 
contribution online, please visit amnh.org/annualfund.   
 

 


