
November 10, 2014 

Dear Friend, 

Carbon footprints, STEM cells, medical marijuana, and Ebola. Hybrid cars, smart 
watches, and drones. Floods, droughts, and wildfires. 

How can we make thoughtful decisions about these complicated topics, in our daily lives 
and at the ballot box? The answer, quite simply, is through a better understanding of the 
scientific, cultural, and technological context in which we now live. 

The American Museum of Natural History is making broad inroads in helping people 
better understand science, cope with complexity, and think about the science-based issues of our 
time—all of which are essential to our well-being as individuals, families, and societies in the 
21st century. Won’t you help us continue to do this important work?   

Your gift to the Annual Fund can make a profound difference in the Museum’s ability to: 

� Train the next generation of creative, boundary-breaking scientists, capable of the kind of 
innovative thinking, collaboration, and discovery that our times demand, through the 
Museum’s Richard Gilder Graduate School; 

� Educate science teachers to know the facts as well as the whys and ways of doing science, 
and who can communicate that excitement to students, through the Museum’s innovative 
Master of Science in Teaching program; 

� Engage families in experiences that bring the glorious natural world to life, whether in 
the Museum, at home, or on the go;  

� Present the world’s best exhibitions, which intrigue, educate, and inspire, like Pterosaurs,
The Brain, and the current Nature’s Fury on the science of natural disasters; and 

� Help children fall in love with nature, and develop ways of thinking and being that they 
will need in the workforce and as citizens. 

The Museum is laying the groundwork for a future in which all of us, together, will be 
more empowered to make some of the most important decisions that our planet and human 
society have ever faced: determining how we will live together on this glorious planet Earth in 
ways that are sustainable, responsible, and peaceable.

So much depends on how we prepare ourselves now, and preparing ourselves doesn’t just 
depend on scientists and educators. It depends on all of us. Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely,

Ellen V. Futter 

P.S. Please make your gift to the Annual Fund today and join us in this effort. You can 
also donate online at amnh.org/annualfund. 




