
 
Whale Watching Adventure 

June 20, 2015 

Guidelines and Itinerary 

 

Arrival 

Please arrive at Pier 11/Wall Street by 11am on Saturday, June 20. You must be in line to board the 

ferry by 11:15am! 

 

Pier 11 is located on South Street, in between Wall Street and Gouverneur Lane. I recommend using Hop 

Stop to get directions from your starting location.  

 

We will be boarding the “American Princess Cruise,” so head in the direction of that ferry. A 

membership representative will be on the Pier holding a blue flag with the AMNH logo on it. The 

representative will check you in and inform you where to go.   

 

What to Bring 

Clothing:  Dress for the weather, and wear clothes that you won’t mind getting splashed. Make sure to 

bring layers. Even if the weather is warm, the winds on the water can be very cold. You will want to 

bring a windbreaker or jacket, a scarf, and a hat.  

Shoes:  Wear sneakers that are slip proof! We will be on a boat, and water can splash on deck. 

Food: Make sure to bring your own lunch, water, and snacks for the day. There will be some 

concessions available on the boat, but they are limited. It is recommended that you have something to 

eat the morning of the trip, before boarding the ferry at 11am. 

Don’t forget: Sunscreen, binoculars, sunglasses, a camera, snacks, layers, and questions for our 

scientists on board! 

 

Weather 

This trip will take place rain or shine. Only the Captain of the boat decides if the weather conditions are 

too dangerous to sail, which is determined at the time of the sail, and you will be notified. Please make 

sure to check the weather that day by going to www.accuweather.com. You can put in the zip code 

11697. 

 

About the Boat 

The boat we take from Pier 11/Wall Street is the same boat that we will be on for the Whale Watch. 

Restrooms are available. There is also a cash-only concession stand on the boat, with limited food items 

like hot dogs, chips, and sodas. Eating is allowed on the boat.  

 



There is an inside cabin with tables and benches for seating, and a top deck with more tables and 

benches. In the case of unfavorable weather, there is a tarp on the top deck to protect from winds and 

rain. 

  

Guests are welcome to roam the boat freely, but leaving your belongings unattended is at your own risk. 

There is no running allowed on the boat. Life jackets are available for each guest, and the captain will 

review safety procedures as we depart.  

 

Sailing Precautions 

I advise that you eat breakfast before boarding the boat in the morning, and that you bring snacks that 

are light and bland, such as bread or crackers. Spicy foods and fatty foods are NOT recommended!  If 

you are prone to motion-sickness or sea-sickness I suggest you take necessary precautions by contacting 

a health professional.    

 

Itinerary 

Here is a rough timeline of our day. *Please note that exact times are subject to change! 

 

11am – Arrive at Pier 11 

11:15am – Board Ferry; Depart for Riis Landing 

12:30pm – Arrive at Riis Landing 

12:30-1pm – Dock at Riis Landing. Optional: members can take a 30-minute break from being on the 

boat, but make sure you’re back on board before we depart for our whale watch 

1:00pm – Depart for NY waters, presentation given by Naturalists on board 

1:30pm-4:30pm – Sail the open seas, act as a “citizen scientist” as we explore NY waters for whales, 

dolphins, and other marine life! Please feel free to interact with our scientists on board, and ask them 

any questions! 

4:30-5pm – Head back to Riis Landing, guests can take a 30-minute break from the boat 

5:30pm – Depart Riis Landing, head back to Pier 11 

6:30pm – Return to Pier 11/Wall Street 

 

I am looking forward to a fun-filled Whale Watching Adventure next week! Please do not hesitate to 

contact me with any questions or concerns. The day of the trip, I can be reached on my cell phone at 

954-701-4346.  

 

On behalf of all of us in the Membership Department, I hope you enjoy the Whale Watching Adventure! 

“Sea” you soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

Paige 


