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Opening SPOTS 

A title appears:  A MacGillivray Freeman Film  

Ext. Jackson lAKE - dawn

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Jackson Lake at dawn, the Tetons in distance.  Camera tracks in slowly, gliding over trees and lake.

NARRATOR

(01:01:18:23)

The Native Americans who first came and set eyes on these lakes and mountains encountered a vast wilderness.  An entire continent that still lay wild and free.   

These Native Americans believed that the greatest natural wonders belong to no one.  They belong to all.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over redwoods and fog.  Camera tracks out, moving through fog and over tree tops. 

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Canyonlands.  Camera tracks out, moving between and then past rock formations.  

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:03:16:12)

Over a hundred years ago, these treasured places were protected for eternity, for everyone, and the National Parks were born.

Extreme wide shot.  Glacier Lake with red pebbles on the bottom of the lake bed.  Clouds move overhead, and water gently ripples.

Main Title 

The title appears:

MacGillivray Freeman's AMERICA WILD:  NATIONAL PARKS ADVENTURE 

And then another title:

Narrated by Robert Redford

Ext. Three penguins - day

Medium shot.  Conrad reaches up and wedges one hand in the space between two rocks on the side of a cliff.  He reaches his other hand above and mounts his carabiner. 

Extreme wide shot.  Two climbers stand atop a huge rock.

Extreme wide shot (tighter than the last), same action  continues.  The two climbers are Conrad and Max, and the camera tilts down to reveal Rachel climbing below.

Rachel (V.O.)

(01:04:13:21) (Quietly)

Conrad says, go slowly... Listen for those who came before.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over rock formations in Canyonlands.  Camera tracks inward and downward to reveal Conrad, Max, and Rachel, all successfully atop the rock. 

CONRAD (sYNC)

(01:04:46:10) Oh yeah! Woo! 

Wide shot. Aerial over Conrad, Max, and Rachel.  Same action continues.

RACHEL (sYNC)

(01:04:56:03) Yeah! Woo!

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Canyonlands.  Camera tracks in slowly.

Narrator

(01:05:19:19)

The first people here had no idea what they'd find.  The adventure was stepping into the unknown.

Ext. forest - DAY

Wide shot.  Conrad, Max, and Rachel stand at their campsite and pack up their gear. 

NARRATOR

(01:05:30:16)

Conrad Anker is a world-famous climber, and a National Parks Ambassador.  During semester break, Conrad always takes his step-son, Max Lowe, on a climbing trip through the parks.  Their family friend, Rachel Pohl, comes along.  

Max (sync)

(01:05:35:16) I think I got everything to shoot up there, Dad. 

Conrad (sync)

(01:05:37:21) Looks good. 

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Wide shot.  Car doors close, and Conrad, Max, and Rachel drive away in their Subaru.

Conrad (sYNC)

(01:05:52:19) Let's roll. 

EXT. GRaND TETONS - sunset

Extreme wide shot.  Camera glides over the snowy Tetons, towards sun sinking below horizon.

EXT. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK - DAY MONTAGE: WINTER IN YELLOWSTONE

Extreme wide shot.  It's sunrise, and the geyser smoke blows over the water.

NARRATOR

(01:06:27:13)

Yellowstone.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:06:33:21)

The land sits over the molten fury of the largest super-volcano on earth. 

Medium shot. A geyser suddenly erupts with an explosive, steamy blast.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:07:03:14)

Each year, over two million visitors are carried back in time. 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Tourists stand to the right of the geysers.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:07:17:08)

Heat-loving bacteria create the vibrant colors.

Wide shot.  Same action continues.  The tourists all take photos on their cameras.

NarraTOR (CONT'D)

(01:07:27:10) 

Over half of the geysers on this planet are here. 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Water droplets cover the camera lens and obscure the image.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Smoke blows past the screen.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:07:46:06)

Yellowstone is a place where you can feel the beating heart of the planet...  And gaze into its eye.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial looking directly down onto Yellowstone geysers.  (Grand Prismatic Pool).

Closeup.  Animated sequence on map of river paths throughout United States.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:08:21:14)

From this beating heart, great rivers flow out to all corners of the continent. 

Nationwide river montage

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over river snaking through valley.

Conrad (V.O.)

(01:08:37:13)

In past trips we've rafted down these rivers... the highways of the Native American.

Extreme wide shot.  Camera tracks over river running through snowy mountain range.

Extreme wide shot.  Camera glides through marshland. 

Extreme wide shot.  Camera tracks over river running through glaciers and ice covered mountains.

Extreme wide shot.  Camera tracks over flowing waterfalls in Havasu Falls.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial through rock formations and over Grand Canyon.

NaRRATOR

(01:09:02:09)

The Colorado River carved the Grand Canyon, digging a mile down into the earth, exposing rock layers formed 1.7 billion years ago. 

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over rafters in muddy river.

Extreme wide shot.  A lake within a canyon.  The camera, at water level, pans left.

EXT. HAVASU FALLS - day

Extreme wide shot.  Several people stand on top of a cliff.  One dives off the cliff edge and crashes into the water below.

Cliff Jumper (sYNC)

(01:09:35:08) Woooo! 

Extreme wide shot.  A kayaker careens off the side of a cliff and into the rushing water below.

Extreme wide shot.  White-water rafters move through a rushing river.  Waves crash into their raft.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial, as same action continues.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial looking down over Havasu Falls.  A beautiful waterfall enclosed between tall canyons on every side.

Ext. CHACO CANYON - DAY

Extreme wide shot.  Ancient ruins in the middle of a grassy field.

Narrator

(01:10:11:02)

In the great river valleys, Native Americans hunted and gathered.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:10:17:07)

At Chaco Canyon, in  New Mexico, they built a thriving city.  If you listen, you can still hear their voices on the wind.

Ext. STORMY RUINS - evening 

Extreme wide shot. A storm brews above a large rock formation, as the sun sinks below the horizon. 

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Subaru driving early in the morning along the highway.

AERIAL.  Subaru in sunset light in desert.

Conrad (V.O.)

(01:10:32:01)

We're headin' north, towards Wyoming, and another Native American icon. 

Ext. Devils TOWER - day - PRAIRIE DOG TOWN

Extreme wide shot.  Devils Tower is visible in the distance.  Camera tracks slowly past trees on grassy field at dawn.

NARRATOR

(01:10:38:17)

The Lakota Sioux revere a thousand-foot monolith called Devils Tower. Here they passed down stories of powerful spirits, and giant terrifying bears...  

Wide shot.  Devils Tower is visible in the distance, and a prairie dog, close to camera, peeks his head out from underground.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:11:04:23)

The National Parks protect land...and animals, too.  The threatened prairie dogs are safe here.

Medium shot.  A prairie dog peeks out of his burrow.

Extreme wide shot.  Max and Rachel kneel on the ground with their cameras, getting ready to photograph the prairie dogs.

Narrator (CONT'D)

(01:11:35:04)

Prairie dogs have a highly developed vocabulary, which includes specific warning calls for each predator.  It's the females who sound the alarm.

Close up shot.  A prairie dog nibbles on a twig.

Wide shot.  Two prairie dogs in a burrow play with each other.

Medium shot.  Two prairie dogs sit next to each other, nibbling on some food.

Wide shot.  A prairie dog shovels dirt into his burrow.

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, Max, and Rachel kneel on the ground with their cameras out and ready.

Medium shot.  A prairie dog stands and squeals.

Medium shot.  Another prairie dog stands and squeals.

MaX (syNC)

(01:11:44:12) Aww look at him! 

Close up shot.  A prairie dog looks around.

Close up shot.  A prairie dog rises up into frame, sniffs, and then dips back down below.

Medium shot.  Rachel laughs and takes photos.

RACHEL (syNC)

(01:12:00:03) Max, get a picture of this one. (Laughing) 

Close up shot.  A prairie dog approaches camera, sniffing.

Wide shot.  Devils Tower is visible in the distance, and a prairie dog dips back down into his burrow.

Ext. House - day 

Wide shot. Max watches Rachel practice walking on a tightrope.  Devil's Tower is visible far in the distance. 

RACHEL (sYNC)

(01:12:19:13) You're not helping, Max! 

RachEL (V.O.)

(01:12:21:00)

Max and Conrad are amazing climbers.  Me? I'm working on it.

MaX (syNC)

(01:12:35:20) Oh, now you're just showing off.  Fall off already, so I can try!

Extreme wide shot.  Devils Tower is visible in the distance, and the Subaru drives toward it along a dirt road.  Camera pans leftward as car drives by.

EXT. DEVILS TOWER - DAY

Extreme wide shot.  Camera looks up at Devils Tower as  the Lakota tassels, tied to tree limbs, blow in the wind.

Narrator 

(01:12:43:16)

The Native Americans believe there is a solemn power here.  They tie prayer flags on the trees. 

Conrad (v.O.)

(01:12:58:13)

The columns are said to be claw marks made by the giant bear, and we're trying to climb those claw marks.

Extreme wide shot.  Dramatic high-angle looking down a "claw mark" in which Rachel and a climber below her are wedged,  slowly ascending. 

NaRRATOr

(01:13:12:10)

The claw marks are massive crystals of rock, formed in the heart of a volcano. The rest of the volcano has eroded away.

Wide shot. High-angle looking down on Conrad, who wedges one hand into a space in the claw mark.

Extreme wide shot.  Rachel climbing up a claw mark.

Extreme wide shot.  High-angle, same action continues.

Ext. dEVILS TOWER - later

Wide shot.  Storm clouds form in the distance, as Conrad pauses on the side of Devil's Tower and glances down at Max and Rachel below.

Extreme wide shot.  Storm clouds move quickly over Devils Tower.

RACHEL (V.o.)

(01:13:25:07)

It's very slippery, it's really deceiving. 

NARRATOR

(01:13:55:22)

Devils Tower sits like a lightning rod up on the Wyoming highlands. Not a good place in a storm.

CONRAD (syNC)

(01:14:05:06) Lightning! We're going down! 

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, still on the side of the mountain, calls down to Rachel and Max.

Extreme wide shot.  The Subaru drives towards camera, away from Devils Tower, in the fading light.

RACHEL (V.O.) 

(01:14:19:01)

From Wyoming, we head northwest into Montana, my home state. 

Wide shot, Car POV.  Headlights illuminate the road as the car travels through the night.

RACHEL (V.O.)

(01:14:33:15)

Welcome to Glacier National Park.

Ext. Glacier national park - day

Extreme wide shot.  Huge clouds, mountains descending into the distance, and dark water.

Medium shot.  POV of car dashboard.  Conrad sits in the driver's seat, Max sits shotgun, and Rachel sits in the back.  They sing.

Extreme wide shot.  Tourists set up cameras on tripods to take photos of them posing with the "Glacier National Park" sign... 

RACHEL (V.O.)

(01:14:56:18)

Here, too, nature can catch you off guard.

...but wind topples the tripods over.

Tourist (syNC)

(01:15:01:06) No, no, no, no!

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Glacier National Park.  The camera moves up the side of a cliff and over pine trees.

NARRATOR

(01:15:18:22)

Waterton Glacier International Peace Park spans Canada and the United States, and is a world heritage site.  

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over broken ice formations floating in a lake.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over the park.  The camera glides over snowy mountain peaks.

Medium shot.  POV of car dashboard.  Conrad, Max and Rachel continue to sing.

Ext. Forest - DAY

Medium shot.  Conrad sets a map out on the hood of the car.  Rachel and some friends approach.

Wide shot.  Aerial over the group looking at the map on the car.  The camera tracks downward until it is consumed by the map.

NARRATOR

(01:15:48:21)

The team plans the rest of the summer.  (pause) 

CONRAD (syNC)

(01:15:50:23) We came up through Colorado, to Devils Tower, through Yellowstone, and then we are going to go through Glacier National Park, across the National Divide, and on to Redwood National Park. 

NARRATOR

(01:16:03:15)

Redwood National Park, in California, shelters the tallest trees on the planet.  But these ancient survivors, some 2000 years old, are now as vulnerable as a field of wildflowers. 

EXT. REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK Ð DAY
Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Redwoods National Park.  Camera glides over low hanging clouds and pine trees.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial through the forest, over three hikers below.  The camera weaves between tall, skinny trees.

Scientist (syNC)

(01:16:37:07) That is a nice looking tree. 

SCIENTIST (sync) (CONT'D)

(01:16:42:09) Over here Jim! 

NARRATOR

(01:16:43:12)

Some scientists devote their lives to the study and urgent protection of Redwood forests.

Historical photographs of logging the Redwoods.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:17:10:17)

These graceful groves almost didn't survive an onslaught 150 years ago.  Ninety-five percent of the redwood forest was felled for lumber. 

Extreme wide shot.  Three scientists measure dimensions of one of the trees in the forest.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:17:40:09)

In the western states, scientists who study trees understand that in order to thrive, forests large and small all depend on fire.

Wide shot.  One of the scientists stands on a ladder, gathering further measurements.

Extreme wide shot.  Fire ravages the forest.  Flames and smoke rise high through the forest.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  It's night, and isolated fires still burn in the distance, amidst mountains that have fallen in shadow.  Clear, starry night.  Eventually the sun rises above the horizon and the fires go out.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:18:17:05)

Many conifers seal their cones with resin which must burn away before the seeds can germinate.  Out of the ashes springs new life.

Here, at Yosemite Valley, trees are born in fire.

EXT. YOSEMITE NATIOnAL PARK 

Wide shot.  John Muir sits on a stool in the forest.  Smoke from a small fire rises in front of him.

NARRATOR

(01:18:50:03)

Wild nature needs protectors.  A hundred and twenty years ago, the fiercest of those protectors was John Muir, a poet of nature.

Rachel reads a book by John Muir.

Muir (V.O.)

(01:19:05:14)

The sun shines not on us, but in us. The rivers flow not past, but through us.  Break away, once in a while, and wash your spirit clean... 

Ext. Yosemite valley - day

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  Clouds flow through Yosemite Valley, over and around the trees.

Extreme wide shot.  A still lake, with mountains visible in the distance.  The camera is at water level.

Extreme wide shot.  A water fall descends hundreds of feet down a cliffside.  The camera pushes in slowly.

NarrATOR

(01:19:25:00)

Muir loved Yosemite Valley, but he couldn't stop it from being destroyed by loggers, ranchers and developers.

Extreme wide shot.  Muir walks over a dead tree, exploring the woods.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:19:39:15)

But then his passionate articles and sketches caught the eye of a powerful man.  

Extreme wide shot.  A grassy field and quiet trees in the middle of the day.  Through an animated graphic of a film cell, Roosevelt and other men emerge from the distance on horses, trotting across the field toward camera.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:19:49:20) 

In 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt visited Muir in Yosemite where they camped for three days. The president had good reason to treasure wilderness. 

EXT. YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK Ð GLACIER POINT - DAY

Wide shot.  Roosevelt settles down on a rock at the top of a cliff, where a cameraman has an old camera set up.

NARRATOR

(01:20:08:05)

When Roosevelt was twenty five, his mother and his wife fell ill. They both died on the same day. 

He wrote, 'The light has gone out of my life.'

Photo of Roosevelt sitting on the rock.

EXT. YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK Ð DAY

Extreme wide shot.  Roosevelt stands at the bottom of an enormous tree in the forest.  Light shines through morning mist.

NARRATOR

(01:20:34:20)

He took his grief out into the wilderness -- where he discovered nature's power to heal.  He never forgot it.

Extreme wide shot.  In between enormous trees on all sides, Roosevelt sits down at his campsite with Muir.  A fire burns.

Wide shot.  Roosevelt and Muir stand at the campsite looking over a map.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:20:49:17)

Their camping trip saved America's natural wonders.  Muir and Roosevelt crystallized a sweeping vision for the first unified system of National Parks anywhere on Earth. 

Map of Parks being created, animated. 

NARRATOR

(01:21:07:15)

Slowly the idea caught on.  National Park Service lands now encompass an area three times the size of England.

NATIONWIDE MOUNTAIN MONTAGE - DAY

Extreme wide shot.  Camera glides through snowy mountains.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:21:28:19)

These 400 sites range from Yosemite...  To the volcanoes in Hawaii...

Extreme wide shot.  Camera glides over Hawaiian Volcano.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial looking down on Niagara Falls.

NARRATOR ( (CONT'D)

(01:21:38:23)

Niagara Falls in the East...  The Channel Islands of California...

Wide shot.  Underwater, camera tracks forward, looking up at the plant life above, and the light shining through the surface.

Extreme wide shot.  The camera glides along mountain sides of King's Canyon.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:21:49:17)

King's Canyon...  Death Valley, arguably the hottest place on earth.  From the caverns in the south, to the spires of Monument Valley, Arizona.  

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Death Valley.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  A lone lighthouse on a rocky shore.  The light shines as the sun goes down.

NARRATOR (V.O.)

(01:22:12:18)

From the Grand Tetons of Wyoming...  To Acadia, in Maine.

Wide shot.  Tourists in Yellowstone stand on a ledge overlooking a valley and river below.

NARRATOR

(01:22:22:13)

These lands became your lands.   Lake Powell... Yellowstone.

Wide shot.  Same action, but at Crater Lake.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:22:35:19)

Crater Lake, Oregon, the deepest lake in the nation.

Wide shot.  In National Mall in DC, a mother walks her daughters along the sidewalk as another woman sits at a bench reading. Little girl laughing. 

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:22:41:21)

The National Mall in Washington DC, where cherry blossoms chase away the winter.  

Wide shot.  The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial stands between cherry blossom trees.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over New York City in the late afternoon.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:22:53:21)

New York City.  Here, Teddy Roosevelt is memorialized near Central Park.

Wide shot.  Aerial of Statue of Liberty at night.  The camera tracks slowly around it.  

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:23:05:15)

And a proud lady standing in New York harbor extends a welcome to all.

Extreme wide shot.  Geese fly over a pristine lake at sunrise.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:23:24:02)

Bird life thrives in Florida's Everglades.  But it wasn't always so.

Wide shot.  Tree branches hang low over a river in the afternoon.  Camera tracks over the river, towards the branches and past them.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:23:33:01)

Ladies hats were once decorated with elaborate feathers.  By 1900, plume hunters were killing over 5 million birds a year. But then local women's clubs, in the spirit of John Muir, fought to form the Everglades National Park and end this outrage.

Close up shot.  A goose, sitting in the water, looks around.

Wide shot.  Three alligators, half-submerged, swim through the water.

Medium shot.  The camera is half-submerged.  A tiny alligator underwater swims towards, and then climbs up on, a much larger one alligator behind it.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:24:03:11)

This is once again a safe place, even for a baby Godzilla.  These lands are their lands too.

Extreme wide shot.  A speed boat races down a river with tall grasses on each side.  It's the middle of the afternoon, and the sun is high in the sky.  The camera tracks leftward as the boat speeds by.

Medium shot.  POV of car dashboard.  Conrad, Rachel and Max eat ice cream in the car.

Max (SYNC)

(01:24:27:17)

Nothing better than waking up from a nap to an ice cream bar.

Ext. Pat tillman bridge at lake mead - day

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over the bridge as the car crosses it.  The camera tracks rightward with the car and down until they travel in parallel, and then the camera rises much higher back into the sky as the car rides into the distance.

Conrad (V.O.)

(01:24:32:06)

We're traveling across the country.  From Death Valley, past the Hoover Dam and Lake Mead, and straight into Utah.

Close up shot.  Animated graphic of the travel path across the US.

NaRRATOR

(01:24:52:01)

Utah has thirteen National Park locations.  

EXT. bRYCE NATIONAL PARK - DAY

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial through Bryce Canyon, swiftly gliding over rock formations and trees. 

NARRATOR

(01:25:10:16)

In Bryce Canyon, rain water seeps into the rock.  The water freezes in the winter.  The ice expands, shattering the rock into a fantasia of spires called hoodoos. 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, Max, and Rachel jog up the "stairs" of the canyon.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:25:32:20)

The spires reveal layers of time, stacked up in the rocks. Below the base, you are running with dinosaurs, then up through the Cenozoic, to the dawn of mankind.

Wide shot.  Conrad, Max and Rachel reach a landing, and Conrad kneels down with his camera to take a photo of Max and Rachel.  They continue running.

CONRAD (sYNC)

(01:25:52:02) Let's get a picture up here. 

RACHEL (SYNC)

(01:25:53:11) Okay! 

RACHEL (syNC) (CONT'D)

(01:26:00:11) I'm going to be tall.

ConRAD (syNC)

(01:26:05:06) Yeah, perfect!

CONRAD (syNC) (CONT'D)

(01:26:12:16) Alright, let's keep on the pace.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Bryce Canyon at sunset.

Wide shot.  Max stands on a rock and takes pictures of Rachel on a higher rock, reaching a yoga pose.  They stand in shadow against the sky and setting sun.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  The sets over Bryce Canyon, and the clouds darken.  The sun rises and lights up the canyon.

Rachel (v.O.)

(01:26:45:15)

John Muir said:  Get close to nature's heart.  Listen.

Extreme wide shot.  An enormous arch-like rock formation.

Ext. CAPITOL REEF RIVER - day

Extreme wide shot.  Rachel walks across the stream and up onto a rock with her painting supplies.  Water rushes past the camera.

Wide shot.  Water rushes over rocks.  Mountains stand tall in the distance.

Extreme wide shot.  Max, Rachel, and Conrad hike along the side of a flowing stream.

Ext - day - Moab - utah/ canyonlands  

Extreme wide shot.  The camera tilts down to reveal the car snaking along a cliffside in Canyonlands.

Rachel (V.O.)

(01:27:51:06)

We all get such different things out of the parks.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial looking directly down on sandstone rock formations.

NARRATOR

(01:27:59:09)

On their perpetual road trip, their friend, Eric Porter, takes them to just outside the park, where the wind has left its fingerprint on the sandstone, creating a playground for all to enjoy.

EXT. Moab - day

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, Max and Rachel jog up the side of one of the rock formations as Porter rides down a slope to meet them.

Extreme wide shot.  Porter jumps off the side of a rock on his bike and onto another rock below. 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Max stands on the lower rock with camera in hand.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues - Porter lands on the lower rock.

CONRAD (syNC)

(01:28:28:19) Nice! 

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial looking directly down over the four bikers atop the sandstone.  They bounce down bumps and cruise over slopes.  The camera tracks with them.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Porter falls off his bike and he tumbles down the side of a rock.  He gets back up, unfazed. 

Medium shot.  Rachel and Max pause on their ride in laughter.

Extreme wide shot.  All four characters continue to ride together over the sandstone.  Conrad, Max and Rachel stop at the edge of a cliff, while Porter rides down a separate slope and continues solo.

Eric porter (syNC)

(01:29:19:05) Wooooooo! 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Finally, Porter reaches the edge of a cliff and stops in his tracks.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Moab.  Camera glides quickly, and rock formations "whoosh" by.

Extreme wide shot.  Max, Conrad, and Rachel puts their bikes down and stand at a cliff's edge, overlooking all of Moab.

Rachel (V.O.)

(01:30:00:02) 

Conrad is a hero to me.

RACHEL (V.O.)

(01:30:02:19)

On one extreme climb in the Himalayas, Conrad's party was hit by a terrible avalanche.  He lost his best friend, Alex Lowe.

Max (V.O.)

(01:30:17:23)

Alex Lowe is my father and... Your parents are your entire world, so my world kind of just turned off for a while. Conrad came into our lives months after, because he was a close friend of our family's. And through that shared grieving I think we kind of came together. It was nice to have that father figure back in my life. And going on these amazing adventures and going to these wild places and taking me with him has been an amazing gift. 

Wide shot.  As the sun goes down, Conrad, Max and Rachel sit at the cliff edge, legs hanging down, looking off into Moab.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  Aerial over Moab at sunset.  Light fades, stars come out.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse. Stars move swiftly through the sky, and a still arch-like rock formation sits in the foreground. 

Wide shot, timelapse.  Another rock formation stands in the foreground, as stars and clouds move in the sky behind it.

John Muir (V.O.)

(01:31:16:10)

The whole universe... flying through space with other stars, all singing and shining as one... appears as an infinite storm of beauty.  Here, nature may heal, and give strength to body and soul.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  Clouds drift above a huge, still, glistening lake.

Ext. Denali national park - day

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial through Alaska.  The camera glides along the sides of snowy mountains.

Rachel (v.O.)

(01:31:52:16)

Over the years, on these trips with Max and Conrad, I have had some unforgettable experiences.  Like in Katmai National Park, in Alaska, where young brown bears...

...were learning from their mother the art... 

Wide shot.  Two bears standing in the middle of a river share fish.

Rachel (V.O.)

(01:32:09:11)

...of catching...

...salmon.  Or not.

Wide shot.  A brown bear standing at the top of a small waterfall reaches his neck out for a jumping fish, but misses it.

NarrATOR

(01:32:33:01)

For the youngsters, it can take a while... 

Extreme wide shot.  Three brown bears standing in the flow of a small waterfall try to catch jumping fish.

Wide shot.  Same action continues.

Wide shot.  A brown bear moves through the water with a fish, dead, in his mouth.

NARRATOR (CONT'D)

(01:32:42:15)

Older brothers know a few tricks.

Wide shot.  The bear at the top of the waterfall is hit in the face with a fish but does not catch it.

Wide shot.  Another bear walks successfully away with a fish wriggling in its mouth.

Close-up.  Young bear rubs its face.

Narrator (CONT'D)

(01:33:03:14)

And it's frustrating.

Wide shot.  A brown bear holds a dead fish in his hands in the rushing water.

Wide shot.  The bear at the top of the waterfall finally catches a fish in its mouth.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.

Extreme wide shot, timelapse.  A lake, forest, and mountain range in Denali in the afternoon.

An animated graphic of a map, focusing in on Michigan, and then on a lone lighthouse in an isolated, snow covered area.

NarraTOR (CONT'D)

(01:33:40:08)

This year, the team finishes up with a winter trip over semester break.  Above Wisconsin, in Upper Michigan, is Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.

Ext. Michigan - day

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, Max, and Rachel hike through the snow past the lighthouse.

Conrad  

(01:34:06:11)

At the edge of Lake Superior, now frozen solid, is the East Channel lighthouse. Normally, where we're skiing is open water.  But we're here to climb frozen waterfalls.  

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad's, Max's, and Rachel's tents sit in the snow below an enormous frozen waterfall.

Extreme wide shot.  Conrad, Max, Rachel, and Hudson stand below the frozen waterfall, preparing to climb.

Conrad (CONT'D)

(01:34:29:04)

It's really nice having Ryan Hudson join us.  Ryan climbed ice with us last year, in Alaska.

CONRAD (syNC) (CONT'D)

(01:34:36:19) Let's roll with it. 

Medium shot.  Low-angle looking up on Conrad and pieces of the frozen waterfall.  Conrad stands, digs his pick into the ice, and tries to gain a foothold.

Rachel

(01:34:39:02)

Ice climbing is very special to Conrad.  It's his idea of heaven.

CONRAD (syNC)

Oh yeah! 

Extreme wideshot.  Conrad continues climbing.  Max, still on the ground, takes out his camera to photograph Conrad.

Wide shot.  Low-angle, same action continues. 

CONRAD (syNC) (CONT'D)

(01:35:34:02) Heads up down there! 

Medium shot.  Hudson stands on the ground, looking up at Conrad and supporting his ropes.

Wide shot.  Conrad keeps climbing.  Ice falls from where he is climbing, and splatters on the lens, obscuring the image.

Wide shot.  Together in a cave below the waterfall, Max takes photos of Conrad, and Rachel sits in the snow with a notebook.

Wide shot.  Conrad ascends higher.

Extreme wide shot.  The three tents, still stationed below the waterfall, are partially covered in snow.

NaRRATOR

(01:36:02:13)

A storm moves in and it turns colder -- 20 degrees below zero.  (pause)  Conrad loves it. 

Extreme wideshot.  Conrad, alone and not far from the top, keeps chipping away into the ice.

ConRAD (V.O.)

(01:36:20:22)

It's so cold that the steel ice-picks can shatter.

Close up shot.  Conrad's hand screws ice pick into the ice.

Conrad (V.O.)

(01:36:28:09)

I place ice-screws to secure the rope for Rachel and the team.

Extreme wide shot.  Rachel hangs on the side of the mountain, unable to continue climbing.

RACHEL (sync)

(01:36:37:08)

My hands are so cold! Okay... 

NaRRATOR

(01:36:50:22)

In the extreme cold, with her hands above her heart, Rachel's fingers shut down.

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Max photographs Rachel from slightly above.

Extreme wide shot.  Rachel is slowly lowered to the ground using her harness.

Int. Ice cave - day

Extreme wide shot.  Rachel slides around inside the ice cave, exploring.

NARRATOR

(01:37:24:17)

Later, Rachel's eye for beauty catches what the others had overlooked... a secret ballroom in a palace of ice. 

Hallelujah Song 

Extreme wide shot.  Same action continues.  Max and Conrad enter inside too with skis.  The camera tracks slowly leftward with them.

Medium shot.  Rachel explores, looking up at and touching the icicles.  She smiles in awe and blows snow off of one of them.

Wide shot.  Same action continues.  Max and Conrad blow ice off of icicles also.

Rachel (V.O.)

(01:38:38:23)

John Muir got close to the heart of nature.  And here, I feel it too. 

Medium shot.  Rachel shines a light up into the ice above, and Max touches an icicle. 

Medium shot.  Hanging icicles line the ceiling into the distance, illuminating the scope of the cave.

AERIALS OF DIVERSITY AND SEASONS

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over snow-covered mountains.  The camera glides slowly forward.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Canyonlands.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Yosemite.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial over Crater Lake.

Extreme wide shot.  Aerial through the Tetons.  Clouds float past the camera.

Wide shot.  Tourists stand against a barrier, looking off into the Grand Canyon.

Extreme wide shot.  A young boy runs past camera towards the Yellowstone geysers, where many other tourists are gathered.

Wide shot.  Tourists stand behind a barrier, watching and photographing the geysers.  A buffalo stands behind them, eating grass.

Extreme wide shot.  Tourists walk through an opening inside an enormous tree in Yosemite.

Wide shot.  The camera tracks leftward with two people preparing to handglide off a mountainside. 

Extreme wide shot. The archway 'For the benefit and enjoyment of the people'.

NARRATOR

(01:40:51:08)

It is said: "The National Parks are America's best idea."  John Muir knew it all along.  He said: "In God's Wildness lies the hope of the world."

Home movies

Wide shot.  A photographer takes a photo of American politicians gathered beneath a tree in Yosemite.  The camera tracks inward towards Roosevelt.

NarraTOR (CONT'D)

(01:41:14:00)

And it all started under a big ole tree, with a great president... 

...a fierce poet of nature, 

...and a handshake.

Closing spots

A title appears:  It is not what we have that will make us a great nation.  It is the way in which we use it.  - President Theodore Roosevelt

Subaru sponsor

(01:41:39:09)

President Theodore Roosevelt said those words over a century ago.  And it's in that same spirit Subaru, along with the National Park Service and the National Parks Conservation Association, ask for your help.  Millions of people from all over the world visit our extraordinary parks every year.  However, this popularity results in an incredible amount of waste, ending up in our nation's landfills.  Fortunately, with the environmental expertise of Subaru, the passion of the parks employees, and you, we have a real chance to solve this significant issue.  To see how you can help the Subaru National Parks Zero Landfill Initiative, visit subaru.com/nationalparks

