carly’'s Adventures /m Wasp Land: [ssue 3: Social Wasp Undercover

AWAY FROM THE SANDY HILL OF BEMBI'S
HOME, THERE IS AN OLD GARDEN SHED AT
THE EDGE OF A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT.

IT SEEMS
ABANDONED.

BUT IT IS OCCUPIED! A WASP THAT

8 1S PARTICULARLY GOOD AT MAKING
USE OF HUMAN-MADE STRUCTURES
LIVES THERE.

FOLISTES DOMINULA
LIVES HERE!

¥

FOLISTES DOMINULA, COMMONLY KNOWN
B AS THE EUROPEAN FPAPER WASP, IS A
SPECIES OF SOCIAL WASP. SOCIAL WASPS
ARE WASPS THAT NEST TOGETHER. THEY
~ll FORM LARGE NESTS THAT ARE CARED FOR
BY FEMALE WORKER WASPS CONTROLLED
BY ONE, OR A FEW, DOMINANT QUEENS.
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LIKE ALL SOCIAL WASPS, POLISTES | — e
DOMINULA 1S PROTECTIVE OF ITS ~—
NEST AND WILL ATTACK INTRUDERS ey
THAT STRAY TOO CLOSE. | -, —
-—
-7
KEEP OUT! /

WORKER WASPS CAN
IDENTIFY OUTSIDERS BASED
ON HOW THEY LOOK, BUT
THEY HAVE OTHER
METHODS TOO.

| CAN WEAR THIS
DISGUISE TO LOOK LIKE
A WASP, BUT | ALSO
NEED TO SMELL LIKE

'a\l THE EXOSKELETON OF FP.
DOMINULA THERE ARE CHEMICALS
CALLED HYDROCARBONS, WHICH

ARE CARBON MOLECULES WITH

| HYDROGEN MOLECULES
ATTACHED TO THEM.

N

| THESE HYDROCARBONS ARE
SPECIFIC TO EACH WASP NEST,
50 EVEN WHEN WASPS LOOK

| THE SAME, THEY CAN TELL
WHICH ONES BELONG TO A

ONE TOO! PARTICULAR NEST. N
47 Luycky, THIS
ISGUISE REEKS AND
OF THESE COMES WITH
CHEMICALS = WINGS!
! | AND SHRINKING
| 7 ABILITIES!
I
ALL THINGS I'LL NEED ey ’
TO FOOL THESE WASPS > > 3
”

INTO THINKING I'M A NEW

WORKER AND WILL ALLOW ME
TO INFILTRATE THE COLONY!
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HELLO! I'M YOUR
NEW WORKER, FULL
OF QUESTIONS AND
HERE TO LEARN
FROM YOU.
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WASPS SMELL WITH THEIR ANTENNA,

VERY WELL!
COME ALONG,
YOUNG
COMRADE.

YOU'RE A BIT...
ODD LOOKING

BUT YOU DO SMELL
LIKE ONE OF US...

S0 WHAT KIND OF JOBS PO
YOUNG WORKER WASPS DO TO
KEEP THE NEST RUNNING?

IT IS NOT A
JOB! BEING A
WORKER IS
A WAY OF LIFE!
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YOU ARE |
FEELING
HUNGRY...}

| GUESS I'M
MORE OF A...
VEGETARIAN?

50, HOW DOES YOU
EATING BENEFIT
THE COLONY?

I'M NOT JusT
FEEDING MYSELF.
I'LL REGURGITATE
THIS CATERPILLAR

TO FEED

LARVAL WASPS.

‘
DON'T SAY. &
>
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"EE’ U R § . A woRrKER'S
) \ OTHER JOB
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IT'S OUR JOB TO
PROTECT THE NEST-
WE'RE THE
DEFENSE FORCE.

BUT FAR MORE DANGEROUS

' OH, LARGE ANIMALS MOST OF ARE PARASITE WASFS THAT TRY
THE TIME. SQUIRRELS, CATS, WE WORKERS WILL ATTACK TO TAKE CONTROL OF THE NEST.
AND DEFEND THE NEST TO THEY LOOK LIKE US, AND CAN
THE OCCASIONAL HUMAN THAT EVEN SMELL LIKE US IF THEY

!
GETS TOO CURIOUS... THE DEATH! STAY IN THE NEST.

AND NOW THAT
WE'VE BEEN FLYING
AROUND, YOU
REALLY DON'T
SMELL RIGHT.

¥ WeL |
| WY THINK THAT'S
OH No! THE | N \ LEARNING
HYDROCARBONS § |\ 1§ \ \ s ABOUT
HAVE WORN ! ' - PAPER
OFF! f \ ' - WASPS FOR
! ' TODAY!
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IO,
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MWW/M’W vy 3 | WELL, THAT'S POLISTES DOMINULA FOR
. —— s YOU - HARD WORKERS AND GREAT
== DEFENDERS OF THEIR HOMES! Now ON
TO OUR FINAL WASPS - THE

MISUNDERSTOOD PARASITOID!
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