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Maps 

 
Central Valley California Map – Wikipedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_california_central_valley.jpg 
 
Central Valley Aquifer system 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b071.gif  
 
Average annual runoff – Central Valley 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b073.gif  
 
Map of Central Valley Floor 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b072.gif  
 
Block diagram showing Central Valley geology 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b074.gif  
 
Central Valley Aquifer system – concept diagram 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b078.gif  
 
Map of recharge and discharge areas 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b080.gif  
 
Diagram showing water movement 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/gif/b081.gif  
 
 
 

Articles 
 

Drought Adds to Hardships in California 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/22/us/22mendota.html  
The country’s biggest agricultural engine, California’s sprawling Central Valley, is being battered by the 
recession like farmland most everywhere. The downturn is being deepened by a severe drought that 
threatens to drive up joblessness, increase food prices and cripple farms and towns. 
 
 
Wall Street Journal – Shrinking Water Supplies Imperils Farmers 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123423167165366189.html  
Dwindling water supplies are compounding economic woes in California's Central Valley, causing 
farmers to leave fields fallow and confront the prospect of going under. 
 
 
 
 



 
UC Irvine Release: Central Valley Water: UC Irvine Today 
http://www.today.uci.edu/news/nr_centralvalleywater_091214.php 
New space observations reveal that since October 2003, the aquifers for California’s primary agricultural 
region – the Central Valley – and its major mountain water source – the Sierra Nevadas – have lost nearly 
enough water combined to fill Lake Mead, America’s largest reservoir. 
 
NASA Data Reveal Major Groundwater loss in California 
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.cfm?release=2009-194&cid=kintera_release_2009-194  
New space observations reveal that since October 2003, the aquifers for California's primary agricultural 
region -- the Central Valley -- and its major mountain water source -- the Sierra Nevadas -- have lost 
nearly enough water combined to fill Lake Mead, America's largest reservoir. 
 
Pumping depletes Central Valley water, data show 
http://articles.sfgate.com/2009-12-15/news/17224129_1_central-valley-water-supply-groundwater  
Drought, curtailed water exports from the delta and overzealous well pumping during the past six years 
have depleted Central Valley aquifers by enough to fill Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the nation, 
according to new satellite data from NASA. 
 
 
 
 
 

Scientific Papers 
 

Groundwater Availability of the Central Valley Aquifer, California (downloadable PDF) 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1766/  
 


