
Marissa Manitowabi (Seneca) is a museum 
consultant who specializes in developing 
educational materials about Indigenous cultures.  
She has worked with various museums including 
the National Museum of the American Indian, 
Kenjgewin Teg Educational Institute, and the Seneca-
Iroquois National Museum. She earned a B.F.A. in 
Product Design from Parsons School of Design and 
a M.S. Ed. in Museum Education from Bank Street.  

Dr. Peter Whiteley is curator of North 
American Ethnology in the Division of 
Anthropology at the American Museum of 
Natural History.  He studies Native North 
American cultures ethnographically and 
historically. His main focus is the Hopi of 
northern Arizona, where he began 
fieldwork in 1980. 

amnh.org/learn-teach/educators

     The workshop is free but space is 
limited. Register by Sept 20.  

For Grade 2-8 teachers  
apply now  

bit.ly/EWPL2019

4:00-4:30 pm Introduction and Connector Activities

4:30-5:45 pm Hall Visit and Talk with 
Marissa Manitowabi

5:45-6:30 pm Conversation with Peter Whiteley

6:30-7:00 pm Q/A, Field Trip Logistics and Feedback

Workshop Agenda 

Rethinking Historical and Contemporary 
Native American Perspectives:  

Join us on Thursday, September 26 to engage 
in conversation about how the Museum is 
reexamining its cultural halls by incorporating 
historical and contemporary perspectives of Native 
American people.  

This session is geared towards educators 
who teach grades 2-8 and plan to bring students to 
the Hall of Eastern Woodland Indians this year. It will 
provide educators with new perspectives on Native 
American history, culture, and contemporary lives.  
Presenters Marissa Manitowabi, former curator at the 
Seneca-Iroquois National Museum, and Peter 
Whiteley, curator of North American Ethnology in 
the Division of Anthropology at the Museum, will 
provide contemporary perspectives as well as 

historical context for 
the exhibition and the 
newly revised 
Educator’s Guide for 
the Hall of Eastern 
Woodlands Indians.

The American 
Museum of Natural 
History and all of New 
York City are on 
original Lenape 
territory. In an effort to 
acknowledge the 
ongoing impact of 

colonialism, as well as the urgent need to rethink how 
diverse peoples and cultures are represented in the 
Museum, we have undertaken a series of initiatives in 
our cultural halls. These initiatives will add a diversity 
of voices and perspectives to the Museum’s displays. 

Participants who complete the session will 
receive three hours of CTLE credit.  Sandwiches and 
refreshments will be provided. 

About the Presenters 

Using the Hall of Eastern  
Woodlands Indians with Students

Teacher Workshop, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, 4 - 7 p.m. 
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