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2024.9-present | RGGS postdoctoral fellowship | American Museum of
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[Supervisor]: Prof Roger Benson.

2020.09-2024.07 | Chinese Academy of Science | Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology (IVPP) | Paleontology | PhD
[Research interests]: Comparative morphology; Theropod dinosaur;
Macroevolution; Phylogenetic comparative methods.

[Supervisors]: Prof. Xing Xu & Prof. Chi Zhang.

2015.09-2020.07 | Peking University | Yuanpei College | Paleontology
(Biology Concentration) | BSc
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CONFERENCE:

2023 | The 7" Conference on Earth System Science | Yilun Yu, Chi Zhang &
Xing Xu. Complex macroevolution of pterosaurs. | Oral presentation.

2020 | International Geology Congress | Yilun Yu, Chi Zhang & Xing Xu.
Estimating evolutionary rates of three avemetatarsalian groups using database-
based and Bayesian phylogenetic approaches. | Poster.

2018 | SVP | Yilun Yu & Xing Xu. Curvature of manual bones of microraptorine
theropods: possible implication for arboreal behavior. | Poster.

2017 | SVP | Yilun Yu, Xing Xu, Kebai Wang, Shugin Cheng & Peiye Wang. A
new caenagnathid (theropoda: oviraptorosauria) from the upper cretaceous
wangshi group of Shandong, China. | Poster.

2014 | SVP | Corwin Sullivan, Yilun Yu & Xing Xu. Manual flexibility and
grasping ability in the basal tyrannosauroid dinosaur Guanlong Wucai. | Poster.

FIELDWORKS:

2012 | Inner Mongolia, the Erlian Basin | IVPP | About 7 days.
2015 | Inner Mongolia, the Erlian Basin | IVPP & HKU | About 15 days.

2018 | Yunnan Province, Eshan County & Lufeng County | IVPP, Yunnan
University & George Washington University | About 21 days.

2023 | Jiangxi Province, Ganzhou City | IVPP | 5 days.

GRANTS:

2024.09-2026.9 | Yilun Yu | Quantifying macroevolutionary patterns of
reproductive traits across reptilian phylogeny with expanded dataset and new
exceptional fossil evidence from China | RGGS and Frick Postdoctoral
Research Fellowship, AMNH



2022.01-2025.12 | Chi Zhang & Yilun Yu | Bayesian Total-evidence Dating
Integrating Morphological and Genomic Data -- Improvements and Applications
| General Program of National Natural Science Foundation of China.

PEER REVIEW:

Journal of Systematics and Evolution.
Paleoworld.

Cretaceous Research

SKILLS:

Software and coding:
BEAST2, MrBayes, TNT, IQ-Tree, Mesquite, R, BayesTrait, RevBayes, PyRate,
PAST, FigTree, Tracer.

Morphology description:
Coelurosaurian theropods.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

2021 | Computational Phylogenetics | (TA) | IVPP.

PRIZES AND AWARDS:

2024 | Premier Graduate Award | Government of Beijing.

2024 | Premier Graduate Award | Chinese Academy of Science.
2023 | Award for Science Communication | IVPP.

2023 | Major Scientific Achievement | IVPP.

2023 | Outstanding Scientific Achievement | IVPP.

2023 | National Scholarship of China | Government of China.

2023 | President’s Scholarship | Chinese Academy of Sciences.



2022 | Award for Science Communication | IVPP.

2021 | Major Scientific Achievement | IVPP.

2021 | National Scholarship of China | Government of China.

2021 | President’s Scholarship | Chinese Academy of Sciences.

2021 | Student Merit Award | University of Chinese Academy of Science.
2020 | Premier Graduate Award | Government of Beijing.

2020 | Premier Graduate Award | Peking University.

2020 | Premier Graduate Award | Yuanpei College PKU.

2019 | University Grant Scholarship | University of Chinese Academy of Science.
2019 | Young Scholars | Yuanpei College PKU.

2018 | PKU’s Person of the Year | Peking University.

2018 | Award for Academic Excellents | Peking University.

2017 | May 4th Scholarship | Peking University.

2017 | Award for Academic Excellents | Peking University.

RESEARCHGATE:

H-index:8
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Yilun-Yu

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION:

2022-2023 | Vernal Equinox Project Encyclopedia of Science | University of
Chinese Academy of Science.

2023 | popular science video: Vertebrate Evolution Animation | IVPP | scientific
instructions.



