Study Loan Proposal Guide (non-destructive and destructive analysis)

Your 2-5 page proposal, should be addressed to the Curator-in-Charge, and include a detailed description of your project, the aims and objectives of the project, including the research question(s) you hope to answer, the methodology and justification of sample selection, description of analyses involved, how you will interpret the results, the scientific value of the study, project timeline, and a references cited list.

Your proposal should include the following sections:

1) Background
2) Aims and objectives, including research questions
3) Methodology and justification of selected objects
4) Description of analyses, including requested sample size (mm²) or mass (mg) and rationale for sample size/mass, how sample(s) will be taken, name of laboratory, whether there will be any sample remnants and if so, when and how they will be returned to AMNH
5) Scientific value of the study, including how the results will be disseminated (e.g., article, presentation, thesis/dissertation, database, etc.) 
6) Tentative project timeline/work schedule
7) References cited

In the excel sheet attached to your proposal, include the catalog number and accession numbers for the object, the associated site or locale, country of origin, the object name as it appears in the catalog, the material, the analysis proposed for each sample, the lab responsible for the analysis, the size or mass of the sample(s) requested, a short justification for each sample, and an image (if available). Research on the provenience as well as the temporal and cultural affiliation of the proposed samples should be conducted prior to submission of the Study Loan request. This information should be used to inform the selection of samples and should be communicated in the description of your methodology and justification of sample selection. You may also include one or more backup samples in the case that an object cannot be sampled, and comparable data could be drawn from a different object in the collection. Information on the AMNH holdings can be solicited well in advance of preparing your proposal. 

All study loan proposals are subject to review and approval by our Collections Committee, which usually meets quarterly. Following receipt of your initial proposal and review by curatorial and conservation staff, we will be in touch with any questions. Finalized proposals (those without pending questions) must be submitted at least 2-4 weeks prior to the Collections Committee meeting in which it will be reviewed. If your proposal is approved by the committee, sampling is usually carried out by one of our conservators or a selected Anthropology staff member, often with the researcher present in case any questions arise. Please note, depending on the project, additional information may be needed, including but not limited to permissions from stakeholder communities, where necessary.
