
America’s Conservation President
Theodore Roosevelt — governor of New York and 26th president of the United States — was an ardent naturalist 
and visionary conservationist. This hall, New York State’s official memorial, celebrates Roosevelt’s passion for pre-
serving America’s wilderness for future generations and the Museum’s ongoing commitment to this legacy worldwide.

MEMORIAL HALL
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Theodore Roosevelt

      Firsthand Observer
1880–1900 (age 22 to 42)
While in the American West, the young 
sportsman, politician, and writer recognized 
the need for wildlife and habitat protection.

      Young Naturalist 
1858–1880 (birth to age 22)
A nearsighted and asthmatic child, Roosevelt 
nonetheless loved being outdoors and 
planned to become a naturalist. 

      Conservation President
1901–1909 (age 42 to 50)
Roosevelt used his presidential powers to 
make environmental preservation a responsi-
bility of the federal government.

      Lifelong Explorer 
1909–1919 (age 50 to 60)
Travels to other continents fed the former 
president’s lifelong curiosity about the world’s 
wildlife and its peoples.

Explore More
In the Bernard Family Hall of North American Mammals
As president, Roosevelt protected land in national parks, monuments, forests, and  
wildlife refuges. Check out some of these places in the following dioramas: American 
marten (Crater Lake National Park), coyote (Yosemite Valley), mule deer (Devils  
Tower, Wyoming), and cougar (Grand Canyon).

Throughout the Museum
amnh.org/apps/explorer
Download the Museum’s free Explorer 
App for your iPhone/iPod and take 
the Theodore Roosevelt tour.
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The four sections in this memorial hall represent Theodore Roosevelt’s roots in New York City, his years in the 
West, and his conservation legacy as sportsman, statesman, and explorer. 

Teaching in the Exhibition
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Theodore
Roosevelt

     Young Naturalist 
As a boy Roosevelt not only closely observed the natural 
world but described what he collected — and even mounted 
some of his specimens.  

•  Roosevelt’s books, notebooks, sketches, 
taxidermy tools, and specimens: Draw students’ 
attention to the ways in which Roosevelt recorded his 
explorations of the natural world. Ask students what tools 
they might take into the field today. (measuring tools, field 
journal, drawing pencils, camera)

     Firsthand Observer
Time in the Badlands of North Dakota opened Roosevelt’s 
eyes to the need to protect bison and other animals from  
being hunted to extinction. He had a special interest in 
protecting birds.

•  Passenger pigeon, egret feathers, Audubon 
illustration, and photos of ladies’ hats: Have  
students explore the different ways people think about 
birds. (part of nature, source of food, for hunting, fashion 
inspiration)

Birds of Oyster Bay Diorama. An avid amateur ornithologist, Roosevelt 
began bird-watching as a teenager in Oyster Bay, New York, and  
published a list of local species at age 20. Students can observe the 
variety of birds in this diorama and choose one to identify, sketch,  
and describe.

     Conservation President
As president, Roosevelt set aside some 230 million acres — 
an area more than twice the size of California — in national 
parks, monuments, forests, and wildlife refuges. 

•  Overhead videos, artifacts, and maps: Have 
students imagine what might have happened to these areas 
if Roosevelt had not protected them. (Areas may have been 
developed, transformed, or destroyed.)

     Lifelong Explorer
After leaving the presidency, Roosevelt helped lead an 
expedition to map an uncharted river in Brazil. He also set out 
for Africa to hunt and collect specimens, and traveled to the 
southwestern United States. 

•  Artifacts and specimens: Invite students to explore 
items that represent Roosevelt’s travels. Where did he go 
and what did he bring back? (Navajo and Hopi reservations, 
South America, and Africa; Hopi dance wands, ceramics, 
and doll; Nambiquara necklace)Other Things to Look Out For:

•  Timelines: In each section, explore Roosevelt’s life and 
times though printed timelines on label decks and  
interactive ones on the kiosks. 

•  Bronze statue & medallion: This statue shows Roosevelt in 
the rugged clothes he wore on a trip to Yosemite two years 
into his presidency. The medallion depicts a bison, a species 
whose near-extinction inspired Roosevelt to establish 
wildlife preserves. 

•   Interview videos: Commentators, including historians and 
policy makers, discuss Roosevelt’s conservation legacy.

•  Topographic maps: Examine the Grand Canyon and  
Olympic National Park, two areas preserved by Roosevelt.

NCSS Standards
•  Describe how people create places that reflect cultural values and ideals  

(Time Continuity and Change)

•  Describe personal connections to place (Individual Development and Identity)

•  Apply knowledge of how group’s and institutions work to meet individual  
needs and promote the common good (Individuals, Groups, and Institutions)

1 3

4

2

“ Let us hope that the camera will largely  
supplant the rifle.” — Roosevelt


